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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH. 


[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.) 


OLD DIARY LEAVES. 


SECOND ORIENTAL SERIES, CHAPTER I. 


F there was ever a man who could turn a menu into a sort of poem, it 
[ is Brigadier General A. Kenny Herbert, ex Military Secretary to the 
Government of Madras, now retired and living in London. Не possesses 
so perfect a genius for cooking that I believe he could develop the latent 
potentialities of even a potatoe or parsnip so as to force one to realise 


what must have been the food of the Olympian gods. In fact, I should 
not be surprised to learn that he had been at least a sous chef in the 
Jovian kitchen who, along with his colleagues Soyer and Brillat Savarin, 
had reincarnated to teach our generation how to prepare digestible 
dishes. 16 is a passion with him, as it was with Alexandre Dumas, and 
I very much fear that—if ’tis truly said that the ruling passion shows 
strong at death—he would not care to die unless he should have had time 
to give his final orders for the preparation of the “ funeral bak'd meats." 
General—then only Lieut.-Colonel—Kenny-Herbert invited H. P. B. and 
myself to his house one day to a tiffin which, in compliment to us, he 
made an entirely vegetarian repast, After so many years I vainly try 
to recall the courses, but I have the most vivid recollection of the fact 
that we and the three other guests declared it to be superlatively appe- 
tising. The service matched the food, giving one the impression that 
this was not a feast of Gargantua, but a Lucullan banquet, over the 
preparation of which an exquisitely refined taste had presided. Most 
of our Western vegetarian cookery, on the other hand, has given me 
the impression that it was but the serving up of chicken feed in 
a style the reverse of attractive to a refined nature. If they 
could but get this pseudonymic “Wyvern” to teach them how to 
do it, their cause would win fifty converts where it now does one. 
Whether it was the food, or the sweet hospitableness of our hosts, 
or the semi-malicious banter of Mr. Forster Webster, Mr. Reed aud 
Capt. Agnew, A, 1), C., or the bright sunshine and flowers in the 
garden, or what not, Madame Blavatsky bubbled over with high spirits 


and kept the company in continual merriment. Anon, a jest would 
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be followed by an occult teaching, and that by the making of ‘spirit 
raps’ on the table or silvery bell-tinkling in the air, and this party, 
like every other in which she had been present, broke up with the 
impression left on the guests that she was one of the most brilliant 
and entertaining, if eccentric, personages they had ever encountered. 
At Ooty, as at Allahabad and Simla, persons of the most influential 
position were disposed to be friendly to her and to the Society, some of 
the most impressible ready to submit themselves wholly to her charm. 
Here, as elsewhere, she spoilt her chances of full success by some 
sudden caprice of conduct, some passionate revolt against conventional 
narrow-mindedness, the uttering of strong language, or the indulgence 
of biting witticisms about some high-placed person. While eminently 
fitted to shine in the world, and having had many years of intimacy 

with it through her high birth, she had passed out of the “sphere of 

its influence” and brought away with her a feeling of disgust for social 

shams and of contempt for moral cowards. She railed at society, not 

like your parvenues, whose bitterness springs from their being kept 

beyond the threshold of the salons of the fashionable caste, but as one 

who, born in the purple and accustomed to equal association with peers 

and peeresses, had differentiated from her species and stepped up to 

higher ground. 

The culminating point of my visit was the settlement with the 
Madras Government of the civil status of the Theosophical Society 
which, as was remarked in the preceding Chapter, was successfully 
accomplished on the 12th September 1883, at Ootacamund. For con- 
venient reference, I shall quote in this connection the text of the letters 
which passed between myself and the Governor in Council. They 
were as follows : 

From 
CoroxEL HENRY S. Orcorr, 
Presideni of the Theosophical Society. 
To 
Tae Ноховавік E. Е. WEBSTER, 
Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Madras. 

Sm,—I have the honor to address you on behalf of the Theosophical 
Society, of which I am President, and the objects of whose organization are 
as follows: 

L (a) To promote the feeling of mutnal tolerance and kindness be- 
tween people of different races and religions ; 

(b) To encourage the study of the philosophies, religions and 
the ancienís, particularly of the Aryans ; 

(c) To aid scientific research into the higher nature and powers oí 
man. 
IL These are our only corporate aspirations and. since the year 1875— 
when the Society was founded at New York —they have been openly de- 
clared and publicly defended. With them we have exclusively occupied 
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ourselves, and have most strenuously refused to meddle with politics or to 
advocate any creed to the exclusion of others. 

IIL The principal seat of the Society’s operations was transferred from 
New York to India in February 1879 for the greater convenience of our 
purely Oriental researches. and in December 1882, was moved from Bombay 
to Madras for a like reason. r 

IV. The Society was, in the first instance. an open body; but it was 
found in practice that the successful prosecution of psychical experiments, 
in the progress of which the most private thoughts and aspirations of our 
common nature hadto be expressed, demanded a more confidential relation 
between members. The principle of secrecy, identical with that of Free 
Masonry and Odd Fellowship, and with the same laudable motive, was there- 
fore adopted as early as the second year of the Society’s existence. 

V. Our work being thus cut off from public view, many ladies and gen- 


„еп 


tlemen of good position, socially, joined us, both in America and Europe 
—where branches after awhile sprang up. But coincidently with our coming 
to India this private relation between ourselves, and the great favour which 
our endeavours to revive Aryan learning excited among Hindus, caused а 
suspicion—to the last degree unjust and unfounded—that we might have 
under the mask of philosophical study some political design. Accordingly. 
the Government of India, at the instance of Her Majesty’s Home Govern- 
ment, caused us to be watched both at Bombay, our residence, and while tra- 
yelling over India. There being nothing whatever to discover of the nature 
apprehended, the expense and trouble lavished upon us only ended in ргоу- 
ing our blamelessness of motive and conduct. For sufficient proof of which 
I would respectfully invite attention to the enclosed letter [No. 1025 E. G., 
dated Simla, the 2nd October 1880] from the Secretary to Government in the 
Foreign Department to myselí—which I transmit in the original, with request 
for its return. It is therein remarked that “the Government of India has 
no desire to subject you (ourselves) to any inconvenience during your (our) 
stay in the country," and “so long as the members of the Society confine 
themselves to the prosecution of philosophical and scientific studic 
unconnected with politics * * * they need apprehend no annoyance, 
ete.” 

WI. The above decision is in strict accordance with the oft decl: 
policy of Her Most Gracious Majesty’s Asiatic relations with subj 
peoples, to maintain strict neutrality in all matters involving religious епа 
or belief and. having ever faithfully observed the laws and respected € 
lished regulations of Government, in India as everywhere else throughout 
the world where our Society has branches—we are entitled to protection and 
demand it as our right. 

ҮП. Entire freedom from annoyance and mole 
enjoyed in the Madras Presidency. In various quart 
none the less menacing because unofficial, has been put 
dinates to prevent their taking active interest inour work. 
cation of the wisdom, virtues and spiritual achievements of 
was involved, they have been made to feel that they could not be 
without losing the goodwill of their superiors, possibly t c 
promotion. Timid by nature, the subordinates have іп many—though. 
the honor of true manhood, be it said. not all—instances. ificed 
feelings to this petty tyranny. But despite all opposition. 
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bigotry or other kinds, the Society has so rapidly increased that it has already 
founded twenty Branches within the Madras Presidency. An impartial 
inquiry among our members will show that the influence upon the natives is 
excellent: improving their moral tone, making them more religious, more 
self-reliant, and more tractable as subjects. Should the Government of 
Madras care to test the truth of this assertion, I shall most gladly furnish 
every needed facility. 

VIIL In view of the above facts, what I respectfully ask is that the 
Government will make it understood that, so long ав the Theosophical Society 
shall keep to its declared field of activity, an absolute neutrality shall be 
observed towards it by officials throughout the Presidency. And especially 
forbid that the fact of membership or non-membership shall even be con- 
sidered in determining the claims of any employé, English or Native, to 


official favour. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Н. S. Oxcort, 
President, Theosophical Society. 
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT, 
Proceedings of the Madras Government. 

Read the following [foregoing] letter from Colonel Н. S. Olcott, President, 
Theosophical Society, dated 7th September, 1883; (1) stating the objects of 
the Society : (2) transmitting a letter addressed tohim by the Government of 
India, Foreign Department, of 2nd October 1880, promising the members oí 
the Society freedom from all annoyance so long ав they confine themselves 
to the prosecution of philosophical and scientific studies, wholly unconnected 
with politics: (3) complaining that in various quarters of the Madras Pre- 
sidency, some native subordinates have been made to feel that they cannot 
join the Society without losing the good will of their official superiors. 


ORDEK 
130, September 1883, No. 1798. 

Colonel Olcott may be assured that this Government will strictly follow 
the Vines that have been 1ол down by the Government of India in their letter 
to his address. In regard tothe complaint he hae preferred, they observe 
that it is of a general nature only, no specific instances being mentioned, and 
His Excellency the Governor in Council] need only say that he would highly 
diswpprove amy inlerferenee with the religious or philosophical ideas of any 
section of the population. 

[True Éxtract.] 
(Signed) FORSTER WEBSTER, 
To Ag. Chief Вестей. 
Соцокуъ Н. В. Отсотт, 
President, Theosophical Society. 


In an earlier Chapter 1 have mentioned Н. Р. B/s inheritance of 
the fiery temper of the Dolograkis and the terrible struggle she had to 
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even measurably subdue her irritability. І will now tell а story which 
I had from her own lips and the incidents of which had a most lasting 
effect upon her throngh life. In childhood her temper was practically 
uprestrained, ber noble father petting and idolising her after the loss 
of his wife. When, in her eleventh year, the time came for her to leave 
his regiment and pass under the management of her maternal grand- 
mother (the wife of General Fadeyef, born Princess Dolgorouki 
was warned that such unrestrained liberty would no longer be allowed 


her, and she was more or less awed by the dignified character of her re- 


— 
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, зпе 


lative. But on one occasion, in 2 fit of temper at her nurse, a faithful 
old serf who had been brought up in the family. she struck her a ble 

in the face. This coming to her grandmother's knowledge, the child 
was summoned, questioned and confessed her fault. The grandmother at 
once had the castle bell rung to call in all the servants of the household 
of whom there were scores, and when they were assembled in the great 
hall, she told her niece that she had acted as no lady should, in unjust- 
ly striking a helpless serf who would not dare defend herself; and she 
ordered her to beg her pardon and kiss her hand in token of sincerity 
The child at first crimson with shame, was disposed to rebel, but the old 
lady told her that if she did not instantly obey she would send her from 
her house in disgrace. She added that no real noble lady wonld refuse 
to Meta amends for a wrong to à servant, especially one who by a life- 
time of faithful service had earned the confidence and love of her supe- 
riors. Naturally generous and kind-bearted towards the people of the 
lower classes, the impetuous child burst into tears, kneeled before the 
old nurse, kissed her hand and asked to be forgiven. Needless to say 
she was thenceforth fairly worshipped by the retainers of the family. 
She told me that that lesson was worth everything to her, and it had 
taught her the principle of doing justice to those whose social rank 
made them incapable of compelling aggressors to do rightly towards 
them. All who have published reminiscences of her childhood —M me. 
Jelihovsky, her sister, Mlle. Fadeyef, her aunt, Mr. Sinnett and others, 
testify to the innate kindness and chivalrousness of her disposition, not- 
withstanding her inability to restrain her tongue or her temper, which 
too often, as at Ooty, brought herinto trouble. But whatever her 
faults, there is one chargeable to а high-placed lady at Ootacamund 
which does not redound to the latter's credit. My readers may remem- 
ber my telling in an earlier chapter, of Н. P. В.'в ‘ doubling’ а valuable 
topaz or yellow diamond ina ring for Mrs. Sinnett while we were to- 
gether at Simla. She did a similar favour for the lady friend at 
Ootacamund, a duplicate being made for her by Н. P. B. of a valuable 
sapphire. In the course of time she and the lady fell out, or rather the 
lady fell away from her, but she kept the stone, which she had had ap- 
praised by a jeweller and found its commercial value to be quite two 
hundred rupees. If poor, impecunious Н. P. B. had played her—as was 
pretended—the trick of passing off а valuable sapphire (which she did 
not possess before it went from her hand to the lady’s) as а mysteriou 
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apport, at least the recipient kept it and made the only profit out of the 
transaction ! 

Two days after receipt of the Order in Council we two left beauti- 
ful Ooty in tongas for Coimbatore, where we tarried three days, receiv- 
ing visitors, answering questions, and taking candidates into member- 
ship. І lectured on two successive days and did a good deal of psy- 
ehopathie work: on the 19th September, it appears, I mesmerised 
thirty large jars of water and seventeen bottles of oil for the use 
of the sick. H. P. B. was present when, in the usual formal way, 
1 organized a local Branch under the name of the Coimbatore 
T. S. Onur visit finished, we left for Pondichéry followed by 
warm protestations of affectionate good will. This was one of the two 
or three occasions only in which my colleague assisted in the forma- 
tion of Indian Branches, despite the foolish idea entertained by many, 
ignorant of the facts, who constantly talk of her personally founding 
our Branches and wearing herself out with travel and its privations. 
Greater stuff was never spoken: her sphere was the literary and spiri- 
tual one, and her travelling in those days was mainly limited to the dist- 
ances between her writing-table, the dining-room, and her bed. She 
was as unfit for platform and pioneer organizing work as she was for 
cooking ; and when weremember that she thought to get boiled eggs 
by laying them, raw, on thé hot coals, her culinary aptitude is easily 
gauged. Moreover, she had too much sense to try it but kept strictly 
to her own department, as I did to mine. 


From the Nilgiris to the French territory of Pondichéry one has to 
cross country from West to East by rail ; at Villupuram Junction chang- 
ing to a short branch line of 26 miles that takes one to Pondichéry, An 
amusing episode occurred between the two stations. At the Junction a 
certain elderly Hindu gentleman of our acquaintance accosted us with 
the usual signs of exaggerated reverence, so easily seen through by 
foreigners, and begged me to cure a paralytic—some rich or influential 
person—who would apply to me before reaching Pondichéry. Now this 
was too much for good nature ; if I was to be pestered from morning to 
night by patients while stopping at stations, at least I ought to be 
allowed to rest myself while travelling. Naturally, I refused the man’s 
request; but he stuck to me like a leech, got into our compartment 
of the train, and urged, and urged, and begged until he wore 
out my patience, Just then we came to a place where there was 
a halt of & few minutes, and my pest abased himself to the dust 
to persuade me to get out and cure his man ; whom we saw sitting in an 
arm chair on the platform with a number of people about him. In 
desperation, and to rid myself of the man’s importunities, I got out, 
went over to the sick man, handled his paralysed limbs, made mesmeric 
passes over them with a little massage, got his arm flexible, then his 
leg, made him stand, walk, put his bad foot on his chair, lift the chair 
with the just-paralysed hand, and then, as the engine whistle blew, 
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salaamed the company and ran back to our carriage. All this while 
H. P. B. had sat at a window, smoking a cigarette and watching my per- 
formance: she had never seen me at this work before and was deeply 
interested. As the train started, we saw my cured paralytic walk off, 
followed by his party and by a servant carrying the chair; not one of 
them looking behind him. The effect upon H. P. B. was most comical 
to me andset me to laughing heartily. The languages he used was 
choice and so strong that, if her words had been leaden shot and 
hurled at their mark by the full force of her wrath, the backs 


of the retreating company would have been well peppered. Such 


ingratitude, such base and disgusting ingratitude she had never seen 
in her life. “ What do you mean?” I asked. “ Mean? why there was 
that man almost licking your feet in the train to get you to heal 


his friend ; yon heal him in the most marvellous way, ou the platform, 
while the train stops ten minutes or so; and he, his friend, and his friend’s 
friends calmly walk away, without a word of thanks or even a back- 
ward look of thankfulness. That beats everything I ever saw!” 1 told 
her that, if she had travelled with me and seen my mesmeric healings, 
she would have realised that the number of patients who had shown 
real gratitude for benefits conferred were far less than one in a hun- 
dred : that if the other ninty-nine were really grateful they concealed 
it from view, and left me to practice the rule that Sri Krishna gave to 
Arjuna, to do the necessary thing and care naught for the fruits of 
action. But she never forgot the incident. 


Н. S. Orcorr. 


WHAT ARE PURA'NAS. 


MHIS, question occurs to many. Every one gives his own solution. 

Some say they are history, others that they are fiction, and some 

again consider them as philosophy. Each finds proofs, in the Puranas 

themselves, in support of the opinion he holds. In this power of satis- 

fying all, lies the chief beauty of the Puránas, and the great wisdom of 
their respected author. 


Looking to the life the ancient Rishis led, it will be no exaggera- 
tion to say that they lived for the welfare of the world at large. What- 
ever they said and did was to help the world as a whole in its evolu- 
tionary progress. They cared as much for the tiniest worm grovelling 
in dust as for the mightiest man of action, devotion or knowledge. They 
belonged to the class of perfected men, had entirely subdued self and 
passed beyond birth and death. The reputed author of the Puranas, as 
being one of the same class, could not have written merely a purpose- 
less record of historical events, or an idle fiction or an aimless intellec- 
tual disputation, 


oa 
sar СШ Т 


nie rm 


392 The Theosophist Apr 


The Puránas are history, fiction and philosophy, all three. and | 


only one aim, that of helping the progress of hnmanity. 

The world is ever progressing, and man is rising in intellectualit 
and spirituality. And still, in every age there will be found : 
beings in various stages of development, from the highest to the 1 
There was never a time when all beings in any particular age wer 
the lowest stage of development, nor will there ever be a time when 
world will contain only the highest intelligences to the exclusion 
beings of a lower order. Thus in every age there will be the var 
grades of developmeut from the highest to the lowest, and according t 
the plane any particular man occupies, his Religion or Dharma will dif 
fer from, but at the same time will not be out of harmony with, that of 
the rest. Religion i» the line of conduct which favors one's progress 


th« 


personal, for no tw 


along the course of evolution, and is necessarily 
Taking humanity 


men ean be said to be exactly alike in all respects 
ns a whole, it can be said to have been distributed on three great plane 
—the plane of action or Karma Marga, the plane of devotion or Блак 
Marga, and the plane of knowledge or Gnyâna Marga. There are planes 
within planes, but this general division will suffice for the present рш 
pose. 

Any teaching intended for humanity as а whole, must satisfy the 


{ 


requirements of men on all the three planes, with different degrees о! 


development. 

The Purdnas as history, satisfy the want of, and show the religion 
to be followed by the man of action ; as fiction, they suit the man of de 
votion, and as philosophy, the man of knowledge. This threefold as 
ресі of the Purünas is the inevitable result of attempting to make their 
teachings adapted to humanity as a whole. They are, so to speak 
the embodiment of Universal Religion in which each man, from the 
highest to the lowest stage of development, finds the religion which 
suits him best. It is thus as history, fiction and philosophy, all three 
together, that the Purdnas can claim to be considered as Universal 
Religion. The actions as narrated are taken as guides by the man of 
action, the moral only, irrespective of the actions, is appropriated by the 
man of devotion, and the grand truths, disguised in the garb of a nar- 
ration, иге adopted by the man of knowledge. 

To say that Purinas are simply history, or fiction, or philosophy, is 
bnt partial truth. The whole truth is that they are all the three 

C. G.K 


193 
THE MANIFESTATIONS OF sIVA AND HIS SPOUSE 
sew is a proverb current in Southern India to the effect 
stories in the region of Puránas. &« have to be sought 
Skandha Purina. |n the department of Puránas,. Ska CE. 
which is ostensibly devoted to Skandha or Subrahmanya—the War- 
—is so voluminous in its nature as to include nearly all st 
ingto the Hindu Trinity. Brahma, Vishnu and R з u Ter 
lakh of Grandhas and has six Namhitàs of which Sankara 5 
the fifth and Vishnu Samhitå precedes it, Even the famous Sita 5 
hit forms part of this Purána, ranking second in the list of М 
hitás. In Sankara Samhitá of 30,000 Grandhas, there are 12 К) | 


headed by Sivarahasya Khanda of 13,000 Grandhas. It n Rivara 
hasya which has its sub-divisions, seven in number that we find th 
different manifestations of Siva and his spouse, along with | 

Ganesa and Subrahmanya stated 


I mean in this article to collect at first all stories that are attributed 
to Siva and his consort and then offer some suggestions which may tend 
to throw light upon the apparently anmeaning stories Го mai | the 
stories appertaining to Siva and his family are unknown, thou ch it 
not the case with regard to Vishnu whose Avatiras are known to almost 
all in India and outside. Therefore I shall try to put forth the storu 
first. From a perusal of these, some important facts may be glem 
ed, as contradistinguished from those of Vishnu. Ая in the cas 
Vishnu, neither Siva nor his wife northeir two sons Ganesa and Nubral 
manya arise from the yon? or womb of any human being. Hence it 
that the word Avatara is not applied to them In the case of Siva, the 
word Mürthi denotes his different manifestations in the different forn 
in which he manifests himself, according to the different stag Ihe 
weapons, vehicles, &c., which Siva wears are not peculiarly | hut 
things which he obtained in his conflict with other powers. It T 
the interpretation of these and other points that we are landed in a world 
of difficulties. We are not so much m the midst of doubts and diffienlti 
in the unravelling of the secreta of Vishnu and his weapons ог h Ava 
tåras as in the case of Siva. And for good reasons, Vishnu represent 
the preservative aspect of the universe or of man with which we are all 
daily acquainted. Any symbol or allegory strikes home well and familiarly 
in our mind as soon as any hints or clues are vouchsafed. № 
stands for the destructive aspect whether of the universe or man. lı 
the latter aspect, he is therefore represented as a Maháyogin or the 
patron saint of all Yogis, destroying, аз he does, not only the world 
but also the baser nature of man. As the baser things or passer n 
man have to be paralysed ere he can come ont of his ordeal a fanit 

2 
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less and immaculate being, a Jivan-mukta alone can rightly under- 
stand the different stages through which he will have to rise, ere he 


can reach the top of the ladder of perfection. 


With regard to Siva, there are said to be, primarily, his two as- 
pects, viz., the Alinga and the Linga, or the Amirti and the Мм. 
They are the two states, the noumenal and the phenomenal. Alinga 
is that which has no Linga or characterestics. Атӣт is that which is 
formless. 16 is only in the latter case of Linga or Marti that we can 
discern characteristics or forms through which his manifestations 
take place ; since manifestations cannot take place without some basis, 
material or otherwise. Even with regard to this manifested Siva, 
Sivarahasya says that: “It is neither Brahma, Vishnu, nor Rudra; but 
that one from which the Trinity springs and hence is Parama-Siva.” 
It corresponds to what is known as Logos or that Paramátman—as 
contra distinguished from Parabrahman—which gives rise to the Hindn 
Trinity. With reference to these stories of Siva, there seem to exist 
minor differences as found in the different Puranas. І shall now take 
up Sivarahasya Khanda and proceed to give its version. 


In his manifestation, Mahádeva or Parama-Siva is said to have 
five Krityas or actions—viz., creation, preservation, destruction, keep- 
ing things in a latent state and blessing. Не is said to have the five 
permanent things of Karma and others. But аз І am concerned here 
with his manifestations, I may state that he has Mértis, twenty-five 
in number. That is to say that he manifests himself in twenty-five 
different ways. There is another mention of him in his five-fold 
character as the Pancha-Brahman or the five Brahman over which 
there isagreat mystery hovering. Besides these two manifestations of 
Siva, there are two occasions on which his Consort Uma incarnated in 
this world unlike her husband, which I shall discuss further on. 


THE TWENTY-FIVE MANIFESTATIONS. 


There are in all twenty-five manifestations of Siva, each represent- 
ing the serial development of an ego from its first or primary stage to 
the last stage of a Jivan-mukta. As І said before, these stories may 
be interpreted from the Macrocosmic or the microcosmic standpoint. 
From the first standpoint, the world’s different stages are depicted; 
from the latter standpoint, the different stages of a yogi, as he 
progresses higher, are portrayed. The latter only will interest us; 
and it is in that light that some hints are vouchsafed in the Puranas 
and it is in that light that I mean to treat of the twenty-five mani- 
festations of Siva. But it should be borne in mind that almost 
all the manifestations of Siva have long stories attached to them; 
which have to be understood wellere the explanations can be properly 
digested. But as it is, I shall present in a tabular form all the 
manifestations of Siva along with the object for which each mani- 
festation came into existence. 
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It is the Pûrna-Amsa of Alinga. 
Created for the generation of all 
Creatures. 


MEN e — —[- M ———————— 


Sukhásana. In this, thelord is represented as sitting 

(Pleasant posture). ina pleasant posture. All creatures. 
while in (or through)this stage have 
no passions while young. 


1 | Linga 


E — 
3 | Umásakha. MC, As the Lord in this state longed after 
(In company with Uma). marrying his Sakti Uma, all creatures 
| likewise long after marriage. 
А —— 
4 | Kalyánasundra. | Through this Lord, persons join with 
females daily. 

ЕЯ  —<—<— M 
5 | Ardha Nårisvara (Half-male, In this stage, people are filled with Moha 


and half-female). | (delusion) and a thirst for the study 
of Sastras. 


6 | Somaskandha. Through it, creatures beget offspring. 


| 
7 | Chakra-Pradhana. | In this stage, the Lord gave his Chakra 
or discus to Vishnu. Thereby creatures 
have all enjoyments. 


— 


8 | Thri-Márti(the three formed) Hence three Ахаз аз (to men) of Jagrat 
ft is Virabhadra Mûrti (waking), Svapna (dreaming), and Su- 
according to other Puránas] рё (dreamless sleeping). 


9|Ardhanga Vishnu  (Half-Through this manifestation, he equalises 
Vishnu). | the virtues and sins of creatures and 

(Itis Kagári Murti) accord-| yields them his Sakti. 
ing to other Puranas). 


10 | Dakshina  Mürti (with hid This is for the purpose of initiating dis- 
face turned towards Ше ciples in the upward path of Moksha 
South). or salvation. Here comes the first 

stage of the Yogi's progress. 


11 | Bhikshatana Marti (in the | In this stage, He lessens the enjoy- 
stage of a mendicant). | ments, blissful or painful of the ripen- 

| ing Jnânis. Heis worshipped in the 

| heart and confers contentment. 

) 


He gives Vairágya to disciples. Hence 
they are freed from all material enjoy- 


| 
| 
| 
| ments. 
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13 | Kama Samhára or the des- Н { tinct Kam 


z r 21 
truction of passions 
14 | Kala Samhára. The extinct f the fear Kala « 


15 | Jalandharásura Samhara Ange the heart of Yogis is ended 


16 | Thripura Sambára or t 
destruction of the 2 cities. Tamas are avoided 


| mas). 


: 


18 | Nilakanths (blue throated), | The third mala of egoism is also destroy- 


19 | Tripáda. Out of the four, the three 


steps of Charyá (service), 


ties of worship) and Yoga are conferred. 
Е 


i 
20 | Ekapáda. The remaining one pada of Jnana 
| | bestowed. 


21 | Bhairava Márti. | The disciples are freed from all Sangz 


4 от association. 


22 | Vrishabárüdha or riding on a Thus does he confer boons on the desers- 
ball 


23 Chandrasekhara (or having Thereby all rm cross birth and death 
the moon on his head) 


24 | Natarája (dancing on one leg | Bliss із conferred through th 
and witnessed by his Him 
spouse Parvati). 


- 4 
25 |Gangadhara (bearing е |1: is in this state that the progresse 
Ganges on his head). disciple is ever immersed in bliss. 


The above table I have presented in the words of the book calle 
Siívarahysa. In Upadesa Kánda,the 90th chapter is devoted to this 
very purpose. The hints therein given are reproduced here so that 
he who wishes. may pursue the thread and draw it to its fullest 


length. 


1297) The Manifestations of Siva and his Spouse 397 


i 


It will be clear frorn the at that all the twenty-five Mar 
tations of Siva are worked ont fi he sta 
who wishes to work them ont f the other standpoint j | 
with the hints already vouchsafed we are able 1 ee 4 regular grada 


tion of development in the 


* 
- 
> 
s 
y 


progresses, may contro! ang _ the it the scientific д 
im which one impurity after anot s warded off EPEN 


stated in the above table The first st uve 14 t 
støry of Sata. or 100 Radras of Ү oh- V Aaist 1, IE is ENE egot 


as a Rudra Likewise the xo Of Radra first “п | the state of a 
Linga. The Linga is the form which the ego has to assume from the state 
of non-form or Artipa conditie Hence Ling ud to be the Pûrna- 
Amsa or the full-essence of the Lord. Through it. the Lord generates 
all egos. The egos presiding i $ 

tail-end of a paddy ; and are lik lar of radiance t The 
їз cumbered by а body where it rests in Sukhásanz lez і stu 
From this second manifestation the tenth one Dakshinámárt 
ego begins to taste of the i ў 

After begetting issues in the manifest n of Soma Skar 


ш the Chakra or mental fields of Elysian bliss he three Ava 
Jagrat, Svapna and Susupti,and after йз virtues and sins are equalised 
the ninth state of Ardhánza-V ishnu. there comes a reaction the ер 
when it begins to get the U padesa nitiation fi the Voice with 

is represented as Dakshindmérti. It is only after this Upadesz 
the ego finds its upward bent to be no delusion, Then it begins 
lessen all its enjoyments. pleasurz l i : i 
upon that One who is in the Cave of Wit 

more Of contemplation. come Vairigya and freedom f ater 
o Ment. The 12th. 14th and 15th stages are devoted to t 
struction of passions. fear of Ka vat 7 in | 


five stages. the gunas of Satya, Rajas and T tt 

Of impurities of Karma. Maya and egois : d 2 
progresses without апу dif f K 
Yoga and папа. It isin 
seen face to face and flowers of worship are of í 

previous stages, all the impurities of the ego | - shed 

the blood of the heart and the disciple is then rer d pure enoug 
direct worship. As Bhairara М» the Lord unshackles the ez 

its Sanga or association when he ix rendered _ { seeing S 
seated on his Ball, riz.. of receiving the bo А 
through attaining the moon » his head, birth and deat as 
Then the disciple dances in jo ke Nat тй) r ie leg зе 
immersed in bliss. bathing in the nectar of the Gang 

Thus are the different stages of the Yogin pictorially 

twenty-five Mürtis of the Mahá-Yozn. Thus have I briefly tra 

oe these manifestations of Siva. but to enlarge upon then : 
previous statement of the stories appertaining to each Mirti. For cact 


М 
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Mürti has in it some anecdote which throws light upon the object for 
which that manifestation came into existence. Ishall take some other 
opportunity of relating the anecdotes; as I have next to take up the 
five-fold manifestation of Siva as well as those of his wife. But I shall 
first consider the manifestations of Ота as they seem to precede, in point 
of time, the five-fold manifestations of her partner. With regard to these 
two points, no hints vouchsafed are in the Puranas. I had therefore to 
rely upon “the Secret Doctrine” of H. P. Blavatsky. for a proper inter- 
pretation of them. Without it, the stories seem to be fraught with no 


sense. 
К. NARAYANSAMI AIYAR. 


(To be continued.) 


EUSAPIA’S SEANCES AT CHOISY-YVRAC. 


[Official Report sent to The Theosophist by Col. de Rochas. ] 

(I am indebted to my distinguished colleague, Col. de Rochas, 
Administrator of the Ecole Polytechnique, for the subjoined official 
report of the scientific observations on the mediumship of Eusapia 
Paladino recently made in France, by himself and a committee. The 


excellent translation is by Mrs. Elin Salzer, F. T. S.) 
ES. O, 


Tue FIRST SEANCE, THE 3RD OF OCTOBER. 


The séance is held in Mr. Maxwell's large drawing room in the 
Castle of Choisy-Yvrac, near Bordeaux, in the presence of Mme. Max- 
well, Mr. Maxwell, Count de Gramont, Baron de Watteville and Colonel 
de Rochas. 

Eusapia, who had arrived the previous evening with Colonel de 
Rochas from Paris, is seated in the drawing room. The room is lighted 
by a shaded lamp, placed on a table, at a distance of 3 or 4 yards from 
the medium. Col. de Rochas tries first to see how Eusapia acts when 
under hypnotic and magnetic influences, and discovers the following 
facts : 

1. Husapia is suggestionable; (7.c., can receive hypnotic suggestion). 
As soon as the state of credulity is reached, hallucinations of sight, smell 
and hearing are caused with the greatest ease and she then presents 
the common phenomenon of insensibility of the skin. 

2. A few passes on one of her hands create the externalisation of 
sensitiveness at the distance of 3 or 4 centimetres from the skin ; but 
when Col. de Rochas continues his passes and withdraws his hand in 
order to test the sensitiveness at greater distances, his hand is followed 
by Eusapia's who is attracted by it. If one prevents the hand of Eusa- 
pia from following Colonel deRochas,' one can recognise the existence of 
a second sensitive stratum in the air, perceptible at about 10 centimetres 
from the skin. 

One may consequently say that the exteriorised sensation in this 
subject tends to transform itself into movement. 
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Colonel de Rochas puts Eusapia to (mesmeric) sleep to see how, in 
her ease, the fluidic body is formed, the existence of which he has noticed 
in other subjects. After two or three minutes of passes on the head and 
chest Eusapia, asleep, declares that she sees appear at her right side а 
kind of phantom and we notice that it is in the place of this phantom by 
her indicated, that all her sensitiveness is localised. She makes signs of 
pain when we pinch the air where the phantom is, but shows no reac- 
tion when her skin or any other point of space is pinched. 


Similar facts had already been shown at L’Agnélas, and when Col. 
de Rochas asked Eusapia if this phantom was “John”, she said “no,” but 
that it was “ what John makes use of" and that she would not allow 
the magnetisation to continue. The same refusal was made at Choisy, 
where we had hoped to produce an externalisation so complete that the 
phantom (7.e., ће medium’s double) could be seen by all. 

Eusapia declared that the room was too large, so that the fluid was 
dispersed, and she said that we must construct a cabinet in which she 
could condense this fluid sheltered from the light and the disturbances 
produced by those present. She asked to be awakened, which was done 
by transverse passes. When awakened she laid her two hands on a 
small table near her and, after some oscillations, made it rise horizon- 
tally in such a way that the four feet rose from the ground to the height 
of about 20 centimetres. Husapia then heaved a sigh of satisfaction, as if 
successful after a violent effort, and the table, having remained in the 
air a few centimetres from her hand, falls with a thud to the floor. 


SECOND SEANCE, SUNDAY THE 47H OF OCTOBER. 
The séance takes place in the evening at 9 o'clock, in a small room 
about 2 metres 50 wide by 6 metres long, arranged as shown in the 


side sketch. During the day a 


cabinet had been prepared at the 

further end of this room, by 

means of four curtains, hung 

from a cord tied to hooks in the 

side walls. 

G. Dark cabinet. 

W. Window towards the park. 

D. Door to the adjoining draw- 
ing room, 

D’ Door toa vestibule opening 
to the park. 

E & E’ Sideboards. 

L. Lantern with coloured glasses. 

T. Table around which are seat- 
ed the committee. 

M. The medium’s place. 

O. Iron bracket fixed in the wall. 


RJ M. 
E. 

Messrs. de Gramont and de Wate 
the table, which soon gets agitated. Iri 
which light is the most suitable. She г 
and accepts yellow. and the white elass 
exchanged for a yellow one. 

The trance of Eusapia deepens and the personality 
iz, Eusapi speaks with a vace and gestures 
ber voice and ordinary gestures. and instead o 


This change of personality. whatever may be its cause. has occurred 
with Busapm since the very beginning of ici 


twenty years асо. were directed by а spiritualist. S; 


did mot ignore it at L’Agnélas. where John 
every séance, but we would not complicate our 


" 


matically, we proceeded as if this phenomenon did not exist. 


At Choisy we did not have the same reasons for 


we D 
longer considered ourselves as experts. bound to pron kind of 
ғ 3 


jelzment between the experimenialisits of Cambridge and their prede- 
2 3 


cessors. on a given їасі—і Ње producion of movements without contact 


by Eusapia. We had come together again for our persona! 


and we determined to let our researches embrace all the di 
of these extraordinary manifestation-. 

Col de. Rochas began conversation with John and asked him some 
particalars about himself. 

John answered. by the mouth of Eusapia, that he had lived on earth 
is ã man’s body in ancient Egypt he f 
Eusapia. who. at that time, had been very 
towards the poor. and therefore i р 
punishment. reincarnated in a socially inferior position. As to himself, he 


> 
5 


12 soul 


likes to return in this new body when it is among sympathetic persons - 


which was hangir F on 
of tbe curtains, fic 


itself on Ar do 


left are sure that 1 

Eusapia insists i 
two hands because 

zs ; and. i 

smitine together 

She then asks us to | 
one that had been prepared be 
the bd of which a rectangular 
with coarse open-wo 
covered with = 
Ing was intact, : 
wax. We were in hopes 
box. 


Holding firmly Eusapiast 
fixed on the box which І 
for several minutes to no | 
tration of looks on the point 


* Madame d' Espérance drinks, 
is gcipg to materialise, and sars that 
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vibrations which, like those of light, obstructed the concentration of fluid. 
We began then to talk about other things, and after some time the 
curtain was forced out over the table so as to cover the box, which we 
heard being shoved to and fro several times ; we opened the box, but the 
smoke on the card was intact. 


John said that Col. de Rochas had at no moment diverted his at- 
tention from the box (which was true) and that this had hindered the 
phenomenon from taking place, and that besides, his (John's) hand 
was too large to enter the box.* 

It was now eleven o'clock, so we broke the circle, woke the medium 
and the sóance was adjourned. 

THIRD Seance, TUESDAY THe Gru OF OCTOBER. 

The séance began at 9 o'clock in the evening. 

Present : Messrs. de Rochas, de Gramont, Maxwell and de Watteville. 

We began by trying to put Eusapia to sleep by a Wimhurst electric 
machine, a chain from which she is holding in each hand ; aftera few 
minutes she throws down the chains saying that they are of no use. 
We crossed the chains but with the same negative result. 

We then let the trance occur naturally. In forming the circle, Mr. 

Maxwell is to the right of the medium and Col. 
S—— ——-IW ае Rochas to her left ; they hold and see her hands 
in the gleam of the yellow light from the lantern, 
which is turned so that the light falls on the 
table only when reflected from the opposite wall. 


R — M The trance soon occurs; John, when asked the 
cause of the failure of the machine, says that elec- 
tricity has only the result of giving strength to the medium, but that 
he, himself, has enough force to-day. It will be seen, later, that this was 
not so. Eusapia was obliged that evening to have recourse to artificial 
stimuli. We ask him to make some lights. Aftera very long waiting 
the curtain is moved, Messrs. Maxwell and de Rochas feel touches, but 
no light is produced. John asks if we had given the medium Chartreuse 
to drink before the séance, as he had previously recommended. We told 
him that we had not done so because Eusapia refused to take it. John 
insists that she must be forced to take some; he says that it is sufficient 
to give her the needed mental suggestion by placing the palm of the 
hand on the scar on her head, willing strongly that the act shall be 
performed. Colonel de Rochas does this and Eusapia then consents to 
drink the liquor that is offered her.t 


John then tells (as usual through the mouth of the medium) Colonel 
de Rochas, whose right hand is holding Eusapia'sleft, to place his left 


* This sounds like nonsense. O. 
t An outrage on the medium, as it forced her to alcoholise her system to make 
Ies by a low, drink-loying entity, who willend by making his medium a 
unkard,—O, 
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4 he is 
then told to lower the fingers. Colonel de Rochas makes this motion seve- 
ral times and Mr. Maxwell. who is holding the right hand of the medium, 
feels on his shoulder, at about 50 


hand on her neck, the fingers extended as when magnetising 


centimetres distance, synchronous 
touches. John explains that it is from the united astral bodies of Eusa- 
pia and the Colonel that he forms the organs which he needs to use. 

After a moment's quiet Eusapia seems agitated. She raises in 
front and in the air above the table her left hand, which the Colonel all 
the time is holding, palm against palm, enclosing the thumb bat leaving 
the four fingers free. These four fingers repeatedly press the back of the 
Colonel's hand, which, all of a sudden, feels a new and abnormal im- 
pression. He asks for light and we find enclosed between Eusapia 
fingers and the back of the Colonel’s hand a freshly plucked carnation ; 
at the same time we hear above our heads a slight sound of hand-clap- 
ping.* Eusapia appears to be tired and rests herself a moment ; then she 
takes one of Col. de Rochas’ legs between hers, presses it energetically 
while violently rubbing her feet against the floor. She succeeds only in 
producing waves in the curtain, and touches, instead of the lights which 
John had been asked for. She takes hold of one of Col. de Rochas’ 
feet, lifts it up and places it on her chair which she has pushed back 
into the cabinet ; she then begins to ride on this leg, with her back 
turned towards Col. de Rochas, and keeps making jerking movements 
until she falls back against him ; atthe same instant a bright light is 
seen above her head by Messrs. de Gramont, Maxwell and de Watte- 
ville. Col. de Rochas still holding one of her hands and Mr. Maxwell 
the other, the foot of Col. de Rochas which rests on the chair is lifted 
several times as though by a very strong hand, which afterwards lets it 
fall so as to give а violent knock to the chair, which every one 
hears. Col. de Rochas then feels himself tickled on the calf. 


The séance is interrupted a moment. Eusapia takes а chair and 
again seats herself: the others do the same and Mr. de Watteville, not 
finding a seat, in the semi-darkness, decides to kneel in order to 
join the circle. Col. de Rochas, noticing this tiring position, exclaims 
“ But where, the deuce is your chair gone to?" When Eusapia, her 
hands being held, answers “ There it is,” and the missing chair, which 
was the one on which Col. de Rochas had placed his foot in the 
cabinet, appears on the head of the medium in the opening between the 
curtains, glides slowly on to the table and offers itself to Mr. de 
Watteville, who takes it and seats himself on it. Some movements 


* Investigations made during the conrse of the following day proved that in 
the park, where Eusapia was in the habit of walking alone, there were beds of 
similar carnations. It is possible that Ensapia, not having been searched before the 
beginning of the seance, had concealed this flower abont her and taken it with her 
free fingers, aided by the movements she had made with her hand. The fact of this 
apport ought consequently only to be accepted with reserve. 


[А wise reserve, yet atthe same time the fact of Eusapin's having visited the 
of carnations in the park із no proof of her having practised deception at the 


séance. She had only to touch any flower, leaf or twig outdoors. and it would be 
bronght her by her elementals. О.] 
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У e! by putung the hands on the tanle whieh 2 (81 
VV ME РОР j 
VE FOLIO move ; ii is ited towards the side of 
the medium, who rises and asks the General to 


notice the Pessfznee when he pushes down upo 
p— ун и Wie bis hands, This resistance is consi: 
and Martie; and, we notiee, 18 due neither io th 


bands, Кпоов ор fect of the medinin 


Yusapia, still standing, Benches her fists and puts then the 
реле turned upwards, at а distance A about 15 centimetres from the 
edge of the tale; she then makes certam motions эв it to push the tz 
Veh {в регу separated from hey person The table reged $, gliding 
on the floor, At this moment Colonel de Rochas, quickly putting 
his hand between the table and the fists of Eusapia, pinches the a) 
forcibly. Eusapía gives a scream of pain, gets angry, and slaps Colonel 
de Bochas, telling him not to hurt her any more, 

At the medium s vequest the xap is turned down a little во as to 
diminish the light which, however, is still suficient to distinguish the 
heads and hands by their whiteness, Mr, do Gramont and Mr. de Rochas 
chango places, Eusapin s two hands are held separately and watched 

by General Thomassin on the left and by Count de 


wW Gramont on the right, Eusapia frees her left 
IE —R hand for 2, moment, pulls over the table one fold of 
| the curtains, and slips beneath, ав if to shelter it 

| from the light, the hand which the Genera) again 


| holds und does not subsequently let qo; the other 
p—_—G hand, held by Mr. de Gramont, is visible to every 
опо, The General presently notices on his hips 

tonehes, through the curtain, which swells ont towards him, at first 


soft, then vivisigthe impression of pinches ; and finally he distinguished 
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fato hands оте sid on the table, The 
Colonel ther 
a big hand 
through the eurtzin, 
going to tow the tambo 
behind the curtain - 
right hand from the clos p of Colonel 
the eabinet through the opening 2 
hand back into Colonel de Bochas, vho feels an 
continues to be held and seen by Genera! 
moments the tambourine appears in the middi 
floats a moment over Kusapia’s heed, and 4 
slowly on the table. These movements ar. 
do not fee any hand holding the tambourine 
Shortly afterwards the tambourine places itself « 
Colonel de Rochas, its wooden rio placed 25 4 Crown, and 315 ste 
Иан strikes it hard in measured. cadence. The medium asks th at 1] 
may be made still dimmer by turnt»g. the lamp towards th« 
The music box, placed behind the ewiain on the small table, comes on 
the little stand before the medium: we gee sufficiently well to recognise 
the nature of the object thus brought, by approaching it. We ask Joh 
to give us some music, and almost ro medíately we hear one of the ai: 
on the cylinder played by the box gs by turning the crank ; the music 
lasts for about half a minute when the box is lifted just under the nos: 
of Mr, de Rochas, and then replacés itself on the table. 

General Thomassin and Colonel de Bochas are absolutely sure of 
having held, during all this Ите, the one the left and the other the 
right hand of Eusapia. These two hands were separated, but the 
darkness was too deep to allow us to see them distinctly, nor could any- 

_ body see the hand that turned the crank. 

We hear the little stand behind the curtain slide on the floor, 
then throw itself down, and afterwards blows are heard on the table 
in the circle, first isolated beats, then with the rhythm of a drum- 
beat, Lupapia mimics these beats with her right hand, held by Mr. 
de Rochas, but the noise does not come from ber finger tips. The 


406 The Theosophiat | April 


watchers on both sides satisfy themselves that her logs do not move, 

The little stand behind the curtain is moving violently, Mr. de 
Gramont leaves his place at the table and stands between овара and 
tho curtain ; he leans his left hand on her shoulder and declares that 
these movements coincide with the contractions of the shoulder, as if 
duo lo a third arm* that took part in them, 


At this moment General Thomassin speaks to John in Arabic, Iu- 
sapin anawers “ S/," but does not seem to have understood the question, 
A moment afterwards she, by way of retaliation, seeing Messrs. de Gin. 
mont and de Watteville at the other end of the table trying to imitate 
the lights with the phosphorus of a match-box, says with a sardonic 
laugh : “ Look at those two gentlemen who believe that they have dis- 
covered the dodge for producing lights.” 

Shoe asks then for the electric machine“ to give herself strength." 
Mr, de W. brings it to the table, Mr. de G. winds one of the chains 
around one of the feet of the small table behind the curtain, near the 
General, who clasps with his right hand Eusnpiw's left. Tho Colonel 
takes Musapia’s other hand with his left hand and the second chain with 


his righi. Mr, de Gramont remains standing between Musapia and the 
curtain, 


The light is further lowered. The two watchers perceive only the 
outline of the machine standing out from the opposite wall, which is 


lighted by the lantern. 


А few turns set the machine going ; some little electric tufts light 
up the whole circumference of the plates (of the machine) and the foot 
of the little table strikes the floor violently 5 or 6 times. We hear also 
at two different times noises like that of a large open hand slapping 
with great force the top of the small table, in the rhythm of a marching 
drum-bent. 

The General feels, outside the curtain, a hand that caresses him 
several times on his face, and slaps him strongly but as if in a friendly 
way on the shoulder and in the back. While Musapia, all the time 
entranced, bursts out laughing, saying in Italian : “ You are a brave 
man, а good general, a friend." | 


The electrisation is stopped at the request of John, who wishes, he 
says, to try to make some imprints on clay. 

Mr, Maxwell rises in order to go and find, in the next room, the 
dish filled with modelling-clay, which we had prepared during the day. 


At the moment of opening the door a stream of light from this 
room strikes suddenly the face of Eusapia, who falls into a nervous 
spasm and leans her head, groaning and weeping, on the shoulder of 
Mr. de Rochas. She is calmed and the light further lowered. 


At the end of 5 or6 minutes Mr. Maxwell returns, after haying 


first taken the precaution of darkening the outer room. Не places the 


سے 


* Which there wos—the medíum'g astral limb. 0, 
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plate with the clay in the middle of the table, seats himself to the 
loft of the General, nnd excuses himself. to John, He feels directly а 
friendly pressure on his hand, although Wusapia's two bands are at 
this moment held fast һу the two watchers, Mr, Maxwell puts 
his hand on the music box on the table; he feels а small hand, like 
Musapia’s which touches him and presses strongly but without hurry, 
his fingers, 

John asks for more light, 

Mr, de Rochas sees at two different times, и kind of round dise 
resembling the side of а head, standing out in black on the top of the 
machine, slightly lighted by its transparency. 

We hear the small table trying to lift itself, and Mr, de Gramont 
who is holding his hand on Husapia’s shoulder feels synchronous move- 
ments of this shoulder, Presently the table appears on the head of the 
medium and directs itself in the air witha slow movement towards 
the table, Mr, de Gramont seizes it in its flight in order to prevent 
it from falling on the electric machine which we, for fear of an acci- 
dent, put away ou a side-board close by.  Musapia, still entranced, 
rises. She frees her hands, goes to the front of the cabinet and rubs 
the wall vigorously with her fingers, We hear the noise characteristic 
of these frictions. She returns, reseats herself and gives her hands 
again to the watchers; she then contracts her shoulders ; and we hear 
the exact imitation of the noise of the rubbing on the wall. Messrs, de 
Gramont and de Watteville afterwards see on the bead of the medium 
& luminous hand and arm, which, however, the General and the 
Colonel only vaguely distinguish. 

Shortly after, the table rises slowly, and remains horizontal, 
Busapia and those present rise, in order to follow its movements, The 
table stops at the height of their chins and then suddenly falls. 
During the whole time of the phenomenon the hands of Eusapia were 
held on the table by the General and the Colonel who also verified with 
their feet and legs, the position of the limbs of the medium. 

This levitation exhausted the medium ; it is past 11 o'clock. We 
close the séance and find no impression has been made on the clay. 


(To be concluded newt month). 
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the power which this Fetish exercises over the consciences of myriads of 
Christians! Truly it has been radely handled of late years, but it is still 
strongly entrenched, still blindly worshipped. How true it is, to quoteone 
of its mystical aphorisms, that * The letter killet h, the Spirit only giveth 
life.” Having thus determined to investigate the origins of the Book, 
the foundations on which rested thataut hority which Christians claim for 
it, and by which it presses as an incubus on tender Souls, I used all 
the aids attainable from the schools of modern biblical criticism 
whereby to gain an intellectual grasp of the problem. I may note that 
before undertaking this class of study, by an examination of the book it- 
sèlf, I had given up the Christian presentation of the Trinity and the 
Atonement ; and now the entire fabric of dogma crumbled beneath my 
feet, the spell was broken, and I was free! Free to think, free to act, 
free to walk the earth, free to look into heaven above ! 

For a time I revelled in this new-found liberty. I now adopted a 
liberal and intellectual Christianity in its fullest sense, and tried 
to satisfy and feed my soul with it. Mark well! Oh reader, the Soul 
has needs, hungerings, for which all the fruitage of the brain is unable 
to bring a full and suitable supply. With all my investigations and 
study of the Book, its deep underlying, mystic, occult significance and 

"power were still hidden from view. I had attained intellectual, but not 
Spiritual Soul-freedom : the eyes of the understanding were enlightened, 
but the soul hunger was not satisfied. Ugly doubts grew apace, satisfac- 
tion in material things was sought, but sought in vain ; rest and peace 
were far off. And now forthe second time in life untoward outward 
circumstances of an alarming character gradually gathered around, big 
black clouds arose, lightnings flashed, thunders rolled, and the poor old 
ship seemed about to be wrecked in the dismal waters of darkest despair. 
No anchorage, no harbour of refuge seemed near. 


Just at this juncture a hand was stretched ont to save ; it contained 
a few volumes of Theosophical Literature. Sometime previous to this, 
Thad read Dr. Anna Kingsford’s “ Perfect Way :” its mystic character 
attracted, but its assertive tone repelled. It revealed a mind of a highly 
intuitional trend, but deflected with what appeared to me to be petty 
prejudices, the knowledge of which created in one’s mind an under- 
current of distrust of the more purely spiritual parts of this remark- 
able book, and it consequently failed to lead me into that view of the 
arcanum of Divine knowledge which it might otherwise have done. 


When I first began the study of the early standard Theosophical 
literature I was residing in the Australian Bush, far away from means 
of contact with any members of the Society, and I think the isolation 
in my case was rather helpful than otherwise; it gave time to weigh 
the evidences, to allow the inner powers of the Soul to gradually come 
in contact with them; to take bearings on all sides of the various pro- 
blems Which were presented to the intellectual, as well as to the deeper, 
Rl sense, perceptions : for the intellect alone is insufficient to adequately 
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deal with the deeper mysteries of life and being. There is what I have 

ventured to call a soul-sense, lying nearer the centre of our composite 

nature, functioning in the throbbing heart, and sending its messages 

to the brain for interpretation, and as far as can be, translation into 

mental forms, to be imaged in language which is all too poor to adequate- 

Jy express the innermost reality of these soul dynamics. Therefore the 

first note of satisfaction struck was that of the intellectual faculties, I 

found myself in the presence of a large philosophy in which there was 

ample scope for every faculty; within whose ample folds one could 
metaphorically, lie down and rest: that every enigma pertaining to the 
eternal past, the present, and the hitherto unknown and unguessed 
future could be sought out and studied with the hope and prospect of a 
harmonious solution being obtained. I found that all the barriers with- 
in which the several departments of truth had been confined could be 
removed, the varied fields of intellectual research united; the physical 
and the spiritual blending, and each contributing their quota to the 
common stock of knowledge: that Truth is an eternal Unity whose 
centre isin Deity, and circumference in all the wide manifested Universe ; 
that to find the Truth is to find God, and to possess it is to become 
Divine; and that it is our limitations that open the way for its 
perversion. 

I owe a deep debt of grititude to Mr. Sinnett’s “ Esoteric Buddhism”, 
for, while holding in solution the theory of Evolution therein advanced, 
accepting it only for the present as a working hypothesis, and using it 
as a key for the unlocking, and a guide when entering other fields of 
spiritual mysteries, its theory of the Universe gradually became indis- 
pensable and fitted into the general plan which now began to take shape 
in my inner consciousness. 

The mists now began to clear aWay, the sea of doubt and uncer- 
tainty to be left behind, and the haven of rest for the long tempest-tossed 
came in view. 

The experiences I am about to relate must not be supposed to have 
oceurred in the exact chronological order in which I put them down, but 
rather as having been simultaneously presented to the mind, and work 
on each line of thought, and research in each field carried on side 
by side; but it is necessary to orderly sequence that I present them 
separately. 

After reaching the harbour of refuge, for such in verity I found 
Theosophy to be, I began to look back and take a survey of the long and 
weary way already traversed. I examined again the many different 
schools of Christian thought and teaching I had passed through, noting 
im each some special phase of a perverted or lost truth which they 
severally emphasized ; I now cleared away the excrescences, and reserv- 
ed the pearls, laying them aside for future use. Т found that I had 
retained something valuable from every sect and society; that some 
noble aspect of the Divine lay at the back of every exaggeration, and un- 
dex every materialistic form and ceremony, doctrine and 
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I now proceeded to turn the search-light placed in my hands, 
inwards. 1 wished to take my bearings, to diagnose my present condi- 
tion, to get some faithful understanding of present development, of the 
place in spritual evolution occupied ; to take note of the weak places 
in character, the causes of past failure, and the probabilities of future 
success and progress, Just here, as an illustration which will I think 
aptly assist the elucidation, I will refer to an episode in the religious 
life in England, which occurred more than twenty years ago, and with 
which I was associated. It was in its way a remarkable wave of 
spiritual power which swept through almost every town aud city in the 
kingdom, flooding many prepared souls with its invigorating life, and, 
for the time it lasted, sweeping aside dogmas and sectarian differences 
in a remarkable manner. 


A wealthy Philadelphian Mannfacturer* and his gifted wife had delved 
deeply into the philosophy of Quicliom ав it appeared in France in the 
eighteenth century, and of which Madame Guyon and Fenelon were 
illustrious exponents. They taught that the soul of Religion consists in 
its vivifying power at the fountain of our being, and not in the Christian 
ereeds and formulas; that it is possible to attain absolute purity in 
thought and act, and to live the earthly life in the power and presence 
of Deity ; that the human soul ія the vehicle of the Divine Presence and 
Power, and all that is needed is the subordination of the lower nature 
and the surrender of the will, the centre of being, to the control of the 
higher spiritual forces ; and when this point is gained, and the surrender 
complete, the soul, with allits organs and activities, as expressed in 
daily life will become the vehicle of the Divine Light and Power. 


Having separated themselves from identification with any of the 
Christian sects, they invited all to meet them in conference and co-opera- 
tion for ten successive days in two different cities and on two several occa- 
sions. These great meetings were realised, some thousands attending ; and 
for the space of about а year they exercised an astonishing influence 
over thousands of all classes and creeds, from many of the proud clergy 
of the English established communion, to typical representatives of the 
various non-conformist bodies. The writer attended some of the large 
gatherings, on one occasion for five days in succession, when several 
thousand met together each day, from 7 4. м. till 9 p, m, without any 
feeling of lassitude or fatigue being evident. Many bright hopes and ex- 
pectations were raised regarding the future of spiritual religion ; and 
the question will arise, “ what were the causes of failure ?" T consider 
them to have been chiefly the following: the intellectual basis was too 
narrow; the emotional side, though outwardly repressed, was perhaps 
wppealed to, too exclusively; and in putting aside profitless discussions 
on doctrine, &e,, nothing was provided to occupy its place. Man’s place 
in Natuve,—present manifested Nature—was ignored, and other-world- 


ЖА short time sinco Г noticed the name of this gentleman as chairman of tho 
London Paychicul Kesearch Society, 
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ness too largely insisted on. The beautiful line of teaching indicated in 
the Taittiriya Upanishad was ignored, And ах the advice there given is 
so excellent I will quote : 

(^ Aye) rectitade— (but) study and teaching too; and truth (but) 
study and teaching too; ascetic practices—(but) study and teaching too ; 
and bodily eontrol— (but) study and teaching too ; and mental conqnest — 
(but) study and teaching too; and social customs—(but) study and 
teaching too; and hospitality—(but) study and teaching too." 

Another underlying canse of failure was the neglect of an orderly, 
methodical process of mental training in order to the gradual breaking 
down and dissipating of those elements in the sensuons nature which 
are ever craving for satisfaction, continually seeking gratification in 
sensation in some of its multitudinons forms. 

In reviewing the past J particularly noted this episode, and traced 


much of after sorrow to the failnre of my moral nature at this juncture : 
and the question arose, how is this need to be safisfied, this weakness 
to be conquered in the new condition created by increase of light and 
knowledge ? The answer has taken a two-fold direction: (1) an endeavour 
to obtain a clearer conception of the Goal of life, and (2) of the source 
from whence strength and power is to be drawn to run the race ; to 
| successfully take one’s place on that shorter road, that steeper and more 
difficult Path which leads to the “ Halls of Initiation,” to enter on that 
course which shall eventually enable one to take one’s place among those 
Elder Brethren who have attained to what is, to us on these lower levels 
perfeetion's heights—the longed for prize of the * high calling". 

And in working with this object in view I have found that we need 
something more than to store up in the memory. and to formulate in the 
mind a well-rounded conception of the salient features of the system 
enunciated in the Secret Doctrine, than to be able to tabulate tho 
rounds and races, etc., ete. То obtain a conception of the evolutionary 
forces and some of their varied ramifications as seen from the outside, 
may be, and is, doubtless, helpful to the beginner in the arduous study 
of the Divine Mysteries ; but to rest there will be but to repent what 
we see around us in the case of the creeds of Christendom. We want 
| rather, to seek to know these living forces and their processes as they 
are related to us, and we to them, as they operate in us, and we, by them, 
form an integral part of the great Whole; to find our own place in 
nature; to truly gauge ourselves, our present individual position in 
| evolution ; to note how far we have already. attained ; to take stock of 

our present garnered intellectual and spiritual material; to note well the. 
weaknesses in our developement, that we may guard ourselves from: 
j attack at these vulnerable points, and so to bring all the knowledge thus 
= gained, into nse, in order to correct and. cheek wrong and retrograde 
tendencies, and to fill up the с а as’ they are revealed to our: 
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the Lord" and saved their lives by paying heed to ИТ 
read accounts A personal warnings to do or abstain from doing ж» ы 
tain thing, or to «eek out or алоіа a certain third party, and of the 
unpleasant, often fatal consequences of neglect to at upm tbe advice 
The history of every nation has recorded. such remarkable Sacre, 
and by collecting them together many books would be filie One euch 
1 read the other day з itis called “ Curiosités Infernales” and was pub 
lished at Paris ín 1996, The suthbor, Mousiear Р. L, Jacob, who justly 
calls himself a bibliophile, has gathered together SOE TROL 10 ДЕДА А 
things about “ Devils, Good Angels, Fairies, Vives, Familiar Spirits, 
(pases uri eoutrolliog), Ghosts, Vampires, Prodigies and Borceries, 
Speaking Animals, Portenta of War. of Birth, of Death, Ce, Ae, —24 teas 
A groesomo, if nor of fat ings for the occult student, The only things 
we are for the moment concerned ín are the portentons warnings of 
national calamities, for our disetseion has been provoked by a striking 
article ta L/Initíation for Webruatry, by '* Saturninus", on. * Mlle, Coué 
don snd Modern Prophecies”, which I hope to have dealt with by an 
aber hand than mine, to whose tention it bas been called, The psen 
donymous writer bas proved by an sesemblage of facta that sone 
tmenty to thirty seers and mamas, chicky modern, have prophos ied 
the most Girelal woes to Franes, Karope in general, the Papacy and, in 
fad, to the whole globe, Crops are to fail ; famino rage; plague 
imported from Atlante втегр атау half the popalation within tbe ыз 
spaco AM) to И) days; g fell diseases that science cannot even diagnose, 
let alone cars, to sled men, animals, even plante ; Vrance is to be 
again invaded, débased, trampled down and dishonored, yet revive 
wider the leadership A & Bourbon prince, whose personal description, 
is given, even to nsínmportant details, such as hie lameness in one 
fon; Paria is to be overwhelmed, ber splendid monuments, like 
the Are de Triomphe, tbe Bife Tower, the palatial hotels, the public 
buildings, oe, are to be wpset and made piles of dust and crambled 
fragmento ; the River бето із to run гей with blood, shed by {ratricidal 
bands, and the Phro Yegon, ag posimistic ъа the creator of tho soli- 
tary Bow Zealander in devastated London, says that fathers will point 
to their chíldren the vito of owce splendid Paris, ond взу: '' Here stood 
uns which бол destroyed because of its crimes" То 44 to 
dresA horrore of. Vae doomed guy capital there is Vo be а pall of 
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Contion, viz., that there is to be a raising in mid-ocean of з subme 
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country, which recalls the similar prediction made in B, Р. B's Beplíes 
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to an English critic of “ Esoterie Poddhism." (Theosophist, voL Y., p 
42), Her prophecy was much more sweeping, bowever, since it said that 


БОЁ omiy would "new" land appear but “old” would subside, thers 
would be earthquakes and tidal wave, таеп would be swallowed np and 
slain * by thousands,” and “ secrets of an unsuspected Past will be 
uncovered, to the dismay of Western theorists and the humiliation 
ofan imperious science," Nostradamus (iv, 20.) uses the expression 
dumm le secret. alter the words famine and plague, though I shall 
bave to leave it to Mr. C, A. Ward, the incomparable translator and 
File of Nostradamus, to show as its connection. 


Among the heavenly portents 4 comet is to precede the predicted 
ehastropbes and a second star of Bethlehem to attend their subsidence, 
The former is foretold by the sage of Salon (Nostradamus) and, in our 
times, by the Prince Hohenlohe, in 1920, and the Car& de Malétable, 
in 1972 ; the star of Hope, by Mlle. Cou£don last year. Historical 
tradition telis us that ot the begiauing Of the war waged by the French 
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for the conquest of Naples, “three suns appeared at night in thi 

of Apulia, surrounded by clouds, borrible lightuings and thunderings 

In the territory of Arezza multitudes of spectres of armed men on horse- 
back, with a deafening clamor of trumpets and drums, thronged 
the heaveus. The Milanais horrors were prece led by af 0 
twelve hundred great hail-stones of the color of rusted iron, ex- 
tremely hard and smelling of sulphur; one of them weighed sixty 
pounds, another twice as much. When Cardinal Ximenes was start- 


ing on the campaign against the Moors of Barbary а cross shone 
in the sky over the village of Vaiona, where he was, and was a 
presage of victory ; on embarking to cross the sea the cross showed itself 
over the African coast. This reads like nonsense and is made worse by 
a story cirenlated by one of Ximenes’ historians, that the sun stood still 
foor hours while the Spaniards were butchering the Moors! Arluno 
states (in his “Histoire de Milan”) that a little before the capture of 
Ludovico Sforza, Dake of Milan, clashings of arms, sounds of drums and 
blasts of trumpets sounded around the castle, fire-bals dashed against 
the walls, and spectre dogs and other animals rusbed barkiug and ery- 
ing through the rooms and sudden!y disappeared. Before the invasions 
of Xerxes and Attila the inhabitants of the doomed countries saw 
horrible and awe-inspiring meteors. The fall of Jerusalem is said to 
have been presaged by apparitiona! bodies of soldiers in the air, march- 
ing towards each other as if to join battle. Appianus, Pliny, and other 
classical writers have recorded the strange portenta that went before the 
civil and foreign wars ; the armour hong in the Lacedamonian temples 
clanged of itself, the doors of the temple of Hercules, at Thebes, opened 
of themselves and the arms suspended on the inner walls were found in 
the morning flung to the floor, as Cicero tells us. Coming forward in 
time, in the reign of Theodosius a blazing star attached to a sword was 
seen in the heaven. So we might go on almost ad infinitum repeating 
these tales, more or less credible, of signs, portents and wonders which 
hare heralded in great national disasters and international conflicts, 
while of the personal warnings above mentioned there are an incalcula- 
ble number. Yet the student of Occult Science will see no proof of 
pupernataralism in any of these. One and all are produced by the 
elemental spirits, or forces, attached to the nation or the individual, and 
provoked by some adept or other high mystic who has the interest of 
the one, or some friend or relative who has that of the other at heart. 
The vaticinations abont the impending fate of France, Paris, and 
Europe generally, are strongly coloured with Christian theological 
ideas, во it is reasonable to infer that the elementals who have prepared 
and are to effect the disasters mentioned, are begotten by and will work 
in the interest of the Church of Rome. All the'same, they are terribly 
real and, for my part, I dare not deny the likelihood of the happening of 


# Curiosités Inf, р, 360. 
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some or all the frightful things foretold by the seers and seeresses of 
our time.* 


Н, 8, О, 


PREDESTINATION AND FREE-WILL, 
No, V, 


WHAT 


po Ніхрс Books say 7 


| Continued from раје 2A] ] 


HAT man's destiny lies in his own hands has been amply proved. Bnt 


this involved the two post nlates Chit and Achit only. That man 


has it in his power to become his own friend, or his own enemy accord- 
ing to his own choice. shows that there is a certain latitude in him of 
free-will to become what he may wish. The Bhagavad Gité tells us: 

* By the mind shall the soul be lifted. No distress shall be allowed 
to approach the soul. The mind indeed is the souls friend, and the 
mind is ite foe, according as one has control over self, or otherwise." 


Vishnu-purána tells us :— 

“To man, mind alone is what causes bondage and what causes 
liberation." 

The same principle is seen asserted in the famous Sanatsujatiyat :— 

* Him, knowest thou not, the destroyer in thy Бойу?” Again, Manu 
ineuleates the same lesson їп VIIL, 84. Not to multiply extracts, it is 
seen at once that man has the choice to work out his own salvation. In 
this work the struggle is between the two forces predestination and free- 
will, Бо far, self-effort; but here comes Ivara, the third postulate of exist- 
ence. The question now is, is man, by himself, unaided, able to work 
out his salvation ? And what does salyation mean ? Is it simple Atmic- 
realization, or I'svaric-realization ? In other words, what is man's highest 
ideal; Kaivalya or Brahmánubhava ? That is to say, does he seek his 
own soul (Chit) or does he seek God ? Great controversies, diversities of 


opinion, and a plethora of dialecticism have arisen on this subject. But 
our present purpose is not pursuit of inquiry in this direction, 
though we have been tempted to state the matter as one full of 
interest. Going back then to the question of how far [vara is concern- 
ed in man's salvation, we shall but inquire briefly how far man's 
own strength serves him in his struggle for Moksha, and whether he 
needs a greater strength to help him, be the Moksha either Atmic- 
isolation, or l'svaric-attainment. A passage from the writings of Bábu 


* [1 can add to the editor's interesting compilation а fact that came within my 
own knowledge. The late Mrs. English was a natural clairvoyant and throughout 
her whole life had psychical experiences, often of a prophetic character. Abouta 
year before the outbreak of the American civil war she saw appear in the sky, one 

in broad day-light and distinctly outlined, a spectra) troop of cavalry in 
rapid march moving in a southerly direction. | 


W. A. E. 


t Mahábhárata Udyoga Parva—41st Adbyáya, verse 15. VI. 5. 
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Keshub Chunder Sen, the renowned Bróhma Reformer of this century 
is given here as a prelude to the question in point. 

* The experience of all mankind ever since man was born, down to 
the present time, has testified that unaided human power is not enough 
to overcome evil, to guard the soul against sin. We feel this daily, yes 
hourly in our struggles with the temptations of the world. It 
is not a matter which can be argued out by any appeal to the authority 
of books or to the deductions of logic. No; I would appeal to your ex- 
periences, and ask you whether you have spiritual nerve enough within 
you to guard yourself against every sin, not one sin or two sins, not 
five varieties of sin, but every manner and kind of sin. Your natural 
temperament and the peculiar advantages of your social position or edu- 
eation or age may put you beyond particular temptations: you may be 
above theft and murder and other similar crimes, but have you con- 
quered all the passions and lusts of the flesh; are you liable to no sin 
whatever ? I say there is nota man of flesh and blood on earth who 
can triumphantly say, * Here am I ; come all manner of sin and tempta- 
tion, my heart is proof against all attacks. The fact is, God's aid is 
absolutely necessary—the eyes must be lifted up, and we must invoke 
the blessings of that Divine Father without whose aid man cannot ad- 
vance one single step in the path of religious progress." * 


Says Archbishop Trench: “ No thoughtful student of the past 
` records of man can refuse to acknowledge that through all its history 
there has run the hope of aredemption from the evil which oppresses 
it ; and as little can deny that this hope has continually attached itself 
to some single man. The help that is coming to the world has been 
incorporated in a person. The generations of men, weak and helpless 
in themselves, have evermore been looking after ONE in whom they 
may find all they seek for, vainly, in themselves and in those around 
them." 

The celebrated Reformer of the 11th century, Sri Rámánuja, affirmed 
with all force the insufficiency of man's unaided efforts, and said that 
but a little understanding is committed to man's care, and no more... 
From this understanding—which is given him—he is to help himself, 
and “ God helps those who help themselves." There is thus work for 
man to do ; for him to exercise his free-will, as Chit; and there is work 
for Him to whom he must look up as God (Isrura), who stands to man 
as the ocean of Chit does to a depending wave thereon ; the two Chits in 
the relation of indissoluble dependence. Now if God be taken away, 
religion finds itself driven to put in the place of the ostracised Universal 
Soul some man-god or man-gods. When we are told the futility of ex- 
pecting any help from God, we are yet not left entirely to our 
own resources, but are asked to look up for help to some higher 
intelligences than ourselves, say 2 hierarchy of Illuminated men some- 
where above the ordinary mortals, but who are equally as much removed 


*On prayer, pp. 236-237, Keshub Chunder Sen's lectures, by Miss S, D, Collett, 
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from our ordinary vision as is the single Lord. Such a body of men 
must either be monarchical, if there is опе Lord under whose orders 
they work, or they are oligarchical, or democratic. Now if there is а 
series of consciousnesses, it is a scale which must necessarily terminate 
im one point or supreme spirit: there must be One Consciousness to 
whom all differentiated or limited consciousnesses must be subordinate. 
All metaphysical induction, and every ontological method always lead 
to the recognition of a Unity. And that Unity is the Ruling Spirit, 
God. Every religion which has attempted to demolish this meta- 
physically necessary postulate has been obliged to elevate some 
deified man or men; and—if the Univere is no chaos—the question 
is, Whether such men rule that universe as a democratic body, or do 
they obey superior beings above them, these superior beings having 
others still more superior, above them, and thus logically leading one to 
а point of rest and supreme authority, viz., the Ultimate One? If many 
Gods rule the nniverse, the question again arises, do they act indepen- 
dently of each other,and if so how do they do it, in concert or in disagree- 
ment? Independent action in either form must create confusion. 
The yery fact of consultation, which is a necessary feature of action 
in concert, involves the conception of some relationship as superior 
and inferior, command and obedience. Says Patanjali in his Yoga 
Siitra, T., 24, “ God is а particular soul," ќе. ; and Bhoja in his commen- 
tary thereon writes thus:—* Nor is there a multiplicity of Gods, for if we 
admit their equality there must be diversity of object, and the object (of 
theimquiry into the cause of creation) is defeated ; and if we admit rela- 
tive greatness, he who is the greatest is God, because in Him almightiness 
attains its highest limit." Whichever way we turn we are confronted 
with the stubborn fact that no attempt to dethrone God can ever suc- 
ceed. Buddhism took birth in India for example. It was an off-shoot 
ef Hindnism, and its leading aim was to make that portion of 
man perfect which constitutes his moral character, so that it took up 
one important side of the soul's evolution, but beyond this, as regards a 
God and Lord above, at least exoterically, it took up an attitude which 
Hinduism proper considered as God-less, and that is why Bud- 
dhism could never maintain ground in India, but had to carry its purely 
ethical mission beyond India's limits. 
‚ Tp India itself, Advaitism teaches us that man is God, Алат 
Bralindsmi, is the great Upanishad Mahávákya, which is too literally 
interpreted. The questions that rise here are whether man has been 
God, is God, oris going to become God; secondly, whether men are 
Gods, distributively considered, or all men one God collectively consi- 
dered ? and thirdly—if it is a question of becoming God,—whether 
there was % God before the God which a man (or men) is going to be- 
come? 1 am God, says the Upanishad, “Thou art That,” says it ; 
and therefore what seems different and what seems many is a 
mere seeming, a dupery of the senses; and therefore all questions as to 
man’s identity with God are stilled once for all. Máyá or illusion or 
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Thus, the “One Principle” from which all proceeds, and into 
which all is absorbed eyentnally, is the primary evolvent. Thus evolution,* 
or descending into series, being dependent on the One Principle, and 
involution or curving back into the same principle being dependent on 
That again, That principle is the Primary Dependence on which all is 
dependent, the dependence of all material, moral, as well as spiritual 
laws. With the dependence of all laws on That, follows the dependence 
of all responsibility on That, a primary responsibility, which is depend- 
ently and correlatively shared by all the individual links in the involu- 
tionary and evolutionary chain springing from the centre, viz., the One 
Principle. While the responsibility resting on That is “ primary,” and 
inclusive, the divided responsibilities on the differential terms of the 
manifested series in an Universe, become “secondary.” It will now be 
clear that as far as Nos. L to IV. of this article went, the question of 
Predestination and Free-will was confined to the * Secondaries,” viz. 
Chit and Achit, and in this paper the “ Primary” or the Principle of 
Tsvara is considered as bearing on this great question. Remembering 
this, the following Upanishad texts will be found to throw much light. 


Taittiriya- Upanishad says :— 


“From That, Atma became Akiisa (ether); from Akása, Viyu (air): 
from air, Agni (fire); from fire, {раз (water); from water, Prithivi 
(earth): from earth, O'shadhi (plants); from plants, Anna (food); from 
food, Purusha (Chit or sentient being). 


ff this passage be pondered over, it will be found that Atma stands 
for the * One Principle” from which proceed all. The series compris- 
ing the terms Akésa to Аппа is a dual manifestation of spirit and mat- 
ter, until we come to the term Purusha, which is so called, because 
while yet a dnal manifestation, riz. а compound ef * body plus mind,” 
the mind which was developing in each of the previous terms from 
AkdSa to Аппа, is now become a “ manifest" instead of the hitherto 
“ latent” factor. 


When the first term evolves from the “ Integral That,” the ~ One 
Principle,” That. enters into that term as the very “core” or “ heart" 
of it; and this process 15 is repeated along the whole series, so that in the 
term “Purusha,” It is again the central germ or 7srara to whem is 
bound Chit and Achit. Such is the import of such passages for exam- 
ple, AH 


aa: SHAE: AAT |7 
* The All-self interpenetrating all beings and holding them to Law." 


* The term involution should be applied to the descent of spirit into matter, ita 
рег in material forms; while evolution is the unfoldment which results from 
the development and gradual refinine of these forms until the ego is freed fram 
their limitations : thus, involution would mean entanglement, and evolntion disen- 
tanglement, when used in centrast. к 


} Tasttiriye Arenyaka, IIT. ii—2. 
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There is thus * Law, the 'Law-giver, and those amenable to 
‘Law, terms which show the complex constitution of thé Universe as 
comprising the three fundamental postulates of Chit, Achit and Isvara, 
and that responsibility primarily rests on the Giver of the Law, Jsrara, 
and secondarily on those who are beholden to that Law, and on the 
Universe illustrating the administration of Laws, which is “order” as 
distinguished from “chaos.” and which is “design” as distinguished 
from * purposelessness.” l 

“He WHo takes his seat in Atma, WHo is inside Atma, but Ў ном 
Atma knoweth not, of УУ ном Atma forms the body, Wuo is the interior 
of Atma rules.”* ‘ Atma” here refers to Chit, and * He” and ~ Wao” 
and “ Wao,” refer to Tsvara, The “ primary” responsibility rests on 
Him-as the framer and administrator of laws, and the ^ secondary,” 
responsibility rests on Afma (Jivitma or Chit) in abiding under those 
laws. This law-abiding is that in which is involved all the question of 
© predestination and free-will." 

Says Sri Bhagavad-Gita :— 

* Fully resting all acts in Me, with a mind absorbed in Atma, and 
signing aH fruit and all selfishness (act, &c.)." 

This means that one acts, his acts constituting * predestination and 
free-will, but if he is wise he will feel his dependence on God, without 
Wuom he cannot “live, move and have his being," and trace through 
such dependence the ultimate source from which all responsibility must 
How, and therefore his individual responsibility ceases as soon as it is 
resólved in (or dedicated to) the source of all-responsibility. 

The fact that from It, all departs, and that to It all returns, and 
that in the free-will of That, is primarily involved the appearance and 
the disappearance of every cosmic series, makes it necessary to invest 
‘the Great Free-willing Agent with the Universal symbol of the sum of 
all free-wills and necessities, manifesting as individualized free-wills and 
necessities in the several particular terms constituting the Universal 
WHOLE. 

Té will now be clear how the law of Karma affects Chit (or Uh 
plus Achit) on the опе hand and [гага on theother. In bringing forth 
am Universe, it is [svara’s free-will that operates. It is this that Brahma- 
Sutra undertakes to prove. And that it is /srara who brings forth on 
Conditions given, or results existing, in a previous universe,— which is 
the law of Karma for /srara under the aspect of a pre-ordination--is 
proven by such texts as “ TAJA RII, ” i.e., the Prop ; (ofthe 
Cosmos) made (things) as heretofore.” 

So that when man is made to work under law, God r: 
laws also, and never allows Himself lawlessness !` 

We have thus Chit and Achit and Tsvara, (as hinted in the last 
paragraph of No. IV. of this article). t all co-ordinating in the mighty 


* Brih. Upanishad. d 
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scheme of the Universe; and allerrors rise in regarding any one of 
them as the Cavusr to the exclusion of the others. He who would take 
Achit as constituting all, is a materialist. He who would take Chit 
alone, or Achit and Chit together is either a spiritualist or materio- 
spiritualist. And He who would take Jsvara alone, ог Achit, and Chit 
and Zsvara, together for the all, isa theist. Briefly, the attitude assumed 
by each of these is attended by consequences beautifully summed up 
by Sri Yamuniachirya in his memorable work, called Agama-prémé- 
nya, to which the world at large is still a stranger. The translation 
runs thus :*— 

(Short translations.) * ‘Would you state that mountains, earth 
%с., are no effects? We reply to you that they are wonderful works of 
art (or design) as for example the structure, viz., the palace of a king 
and that in the manner in which they aggregated into wholes, they are 
subject to disintegration into parts. But how come about these trans- 
figurations save that they are brought about by an intelligent artist who 
knows how to do it ?" 

" But if you would retort by saying that you do not see any such 
agent residing in a tree when it falls and decomposes, we say that your 
mere not seeing does not disprove the existence of an intelligent spirit 
presiding over the tree to watch over its destinies. Our argument is 
thus not rendered invalid." 

* Ergo,in our affirming of a Bhagaván or All-Sufficient Intelligence— 
who as watcher of all moral principles (good or otherwise) which underlie 
all effects, and which He uses as His working tools (for moulding all 
things), brings about all such effects as the formation of worlds, &c.,— 
as the Artificer (or cause of such effects), is no irrelevance." 

* It cannot be contended (by you) that Karma, per se, is efficient to 
accomplish for man (say) who produces that Karma, all that the man 
desires to have, such as body, estate, &c." 

* For,no Karma can independently produce effects without intelligent 
power directing it, for Karma is in itself non-intelligent, as for instance 
an axe. No axe, unless guided by an intelligent carpenter can carve a 
pillar...out of a log of wood. But to close the argument, can it be said 
that Chit, or we intelligent creatures, generate Karmas such that they 
possess a power in them (apürva) to produce fruit for us? In that 
ease we should be masters enough to be such Karmas' witnesses (or 
knowers) before they were generated, and thus we should take care like 
wise men to generate no bad Karma which would bind us and force 
us to participate in its unhappy harvest. Who but a fool would surround 
himself with misery ? Hence we are conditioned and blind. And there- 
fore One WHO can be an impartial witness to all, and Мно can deal 
without fear or favour, according to the merits or demerits which lie to 
men's accounts in an orderly universe, becomes a necessary axiom of 
every religion, and of such, must be necessarily predicated :—“ He 


* Pp. 10, 11 and 13, * Telugu Edition, by Yogi Parthasarathy Iyengar.” 
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Wmo could be the Lord of the Universe must possess the four 
necessary attributes, viz., (1) unlimited knowledge (or wisdom), (2) 
absence of desire, (3) sovereign affluence, and (4) righteousness (justice 
and love)." The division of responsibility as between man and God, 
or the law of necessity and freedom jointly as in relation to man and 
God is dwelt on thus by two modern European thinkers of note. One 
of them is a Scientist, Dr. Carpenter, and the other a mystic philos- 
opher, Emanuel Swedenborg. Their views on such a high topic 
cannot but be full of interest :— 

Swedenborg :—‘* Man, inasmuch as he is the epitome of creation, 
and the image and likeness of the creator, receives and entertains life 
with a fulness and perfection unknown to lower creatures. To him is 
given self-consciousness, the senseof independent existence, and the God- 
like confidence that he kives of himself." 

* Itis right that man should feel so ; the feeling is indestructible 
and constitutes his manhood, but the illusion must be corrected. or he 
would be destroyed by pride.” 

“This correction is effectual by Revelation—by religions which 
teach that he is not independent, but has a superior in God, who re- 
gards him as one of His many Children whom he must treat with 
justice, or suffer his vengeance here or hereafter.”’* 

Carpenter. *** * * The power ofself-control, thus usually acquired in 
the first instance in regard to those impulses which directly determine the 
conduct, gradually extends itself tothehabitual succession of the thoughts ; 
and in proportion as this is brought under the direction of the will, does 
the individual become capable of forming his own character and is there- 
fore truly responsible for his actions. * * * Itis by the assimila- 
tion, rather than by the subjugation, of the human will to the Divine, 
that man is really lifted towards God; and in proportion as this as- 
similation has been effected, does it manifest itself in the life and 
eonduct ; so that even the lowliest actions become holy ministrations in 
a temple consecrated by the felt presence of the Divinity.”+ (Notice 
is invited to the parallelism of sentiment existing in the closing lines of 
this quotation, with the Bhagavad Gita (verse 30, Adh. IT). 

Theosophical notions in regard to Chit, Achit and Jsvara will 
thus be found to be in agreement with all main tracts of thought 
travelled by all philosophers in all ages in such departments of inquiry. 
Fixing our thoughts then on the salient features of all inquiry into the 
questions of predestination and free-will, viz., the necessity of the exist- 
ence of, and the interrelations between the three eternal verities, God, 
souls and matter, we are now prepared to advance a step further. 

A. GOVINDA CHARLU. 
(To be concluded next month). 


_—- 


æ Emanuel Swedenborg's Life and Writings, by William White, pp. 735— 36. 
+ Vide English Cyclopedia Britannica, Vol. IX. Nervous System, Carpenters 
Human Physiology, p. 848. 
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ethereal body atter death, it must necessarily be of the same size and shape 
as their earthly body. 

The Professor's mind was evidently concerned with deeper things than 
those usually found in the field ef psychical research. Such things as dreams, 
ghosts, and automatic writing were passed over, and he got at once on to the 
subject of thought transference, illustrating his theory of it by giving a cal- 
culation of rates of vibration coming by regular steps :—atthe 5th coming 
to Sound ; between the 16th and the 30th to Electrical Rays; between the 
30th and 45th to an unexplored realm ; beyond, to the region of Light; 
again beyond lies the region where he conjectures the X Rays may be 
found ; and soaring still higher, he assumes waves of ether which cease 
to have the properties of those known to us, and these are the Rays by which 
he conceives that thought may be transmitted. “ Was it inconceivable,” 
he said, “ that intense thought, concentrated by one person on another with 
whom he was in close sympathy, should induce a telepathic chain along 
whieh brain-waves should go straight to their goal, without loss of energy 
due to distance ?" He admitted that such a speculation was new to science, 
but said that he was bold enough to make it, and that the time might come 
when it could be put to the test. He did not see why any scientific man 
should shut his eyes, or stand aloof from work which was likely to form the 
preface to “ a profounder science of man, of nature, and of ‘ worlds not real- 
ized’ than we had yet." 

The Times (1st February) in a leading article says, that holding the posi- 
tion he does in the world of science, whatever Mr. Crookes says merits at- 
tention, however paradoxical and fantastic it may appear at first sight. It ac- 
knowledges that the trend of modern scientific thought is metaphysical, and 
sees the old school of chemists and physicists protesting in vain against this 
development. Mr. Crookes’ address, it says, illustrates а phase of modern 
science. He sees infinite possibilities of change in our conception of things 
supposed to be the most stable, and enters a region of speculation almost 
unknown to earlier investigators. His theory as to telepathy may be con- 
ceivable, but, it asks, is it trne? The scientific imagination, it says, may 
suggest explanations but these are not demonstration, and it requires, that 
before explaining the facts of telepathy Мг, Crookes should make it clear 
that they exist. 

Mr. Crookes writes to the Times on the 3rd of February, thanking the 
editor for the attention bestowed on his speculations, and saying that though 
they were crude and tentative, they derive their interest from the fact that a 
great deal of solid evidence in their favour has actually been published by 
the Society for Psychical Research. 'Го this evidence he invites serious study, 
and says that until it shall have been rebutted, be shall think himself “entitled 
to regard telepathy as in possession of the scientific field.” 

An interesting book has been lately published, called “ Pioneers of Evolu- 
tion from Thales to Huxley,” by Mr. Ed. Clodd. He says that the origin of the 
idea of evolution was found in Ionia, B. C. 600; that it was hidden for 
centuries by Christianity, “when nepenthe of dogma drugged the reason”. 
Coming to modern times he gives the life and work of Darwin and Wallace, 
of Herbert Spencer and Huxley, as modern Evolutionists. One part of the 
book is likely to offend the ordinary Christian, for he treats the origin of 

that religion “as he would treat genealogy and habits of a worm."  'lheoso- 
phy, he dismisses in a few words, calling it modern sham gnosticism, 
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and its adherents are supposed to be people who still believe *that numbers 
possess inherent magic or mystic virtues." Spiritualism is also put aside, 
for he has sought in vain in its phenomena for some envobling conception of 
the life beyond, and has found only that the “shades” are “but vulgarised 
parodies of ourselves " i. e., that "the filthy are filthy still." 


In summing up the work done by the pioneers of Evolution, Mr. Clodd 
shows them as having led us to a goal undreamed of by the earliest among 
them. If Evolution had been allowed to remain applied only to the lower 
kingdoms it * would have remained but a fascinating study but would not 
have become a guiding philosophy of life." Its value consists in its extension 
to all that appertains to man. The old theologies, he says, were useful in 
their day, but at the present time they can give no answer to questions pnt 
by the growing intelligence of man, and their place is slowly being filled with 
п theory which will interpret the “* mighty sum of things.” His concluding 
words are, ** if men are deprived of belief in the pseudo-mysteries coined in a 
pre-scientific age, their wonder is fed and their energy is stimulated, by the 
consciousness of the impenetrable mysteries of the Universe." 

The impression that Mr. Clodd leaves us with, after following him while 
viewing the doctrine of evolution, and the conception of unbroken order in 
the Universe that it gives, is the idea that he all the time deeply feels with 
the Apostle, whom he quotes, saying ‘ Behold’ I show you a mystery.’ 


One. eae 


JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC, 
January 20th, 1897. 

Dear Str—Have any of your subscribers ever visited Johannesburg ? 
Some, I think, must have; some I know have been desirous of doing so. 
Occasionally I have been the recipient of letters from natives of your country, 
speaking of themselves as Theosophists, and requesting that as a brother, | 
should favor them with particulars of this country. The tone of such communi- 
cations has not always been healthy. In the case of one or two, indications of 
а severe attack of * Gold Fever” in the writers have been painfully appa- 
rent.* То one individual І even felt justified in administering a sharp re- 
раке. This gentleman was also a native of India and a Theosophist, and as 
such approached me. Не was, moreover, he wrote, à man of parts, and edu- 
ented; was doing very well as a merchant where he was, but wanted to make 
money quickly, so quickly in fact that he would not require to remain long 
away from his friends and family. He was a young man, which was a fact 
he need scarcely have troubled to mention ; his letter throughout offered 
ample testimony that he was young in the fullest sense of the word. 
But his crowning argument, that on which he most strongly relied for 
my help and brotherly advice, was his assurance doubly underlined, that 
although a Native, he was not to be confounded with the common black 
Indian, that in fact in his person color was so diluted that only the very 
faintest trace of his identity as an Indian was apparent. I advised him not 
to соте to Johannesburg, because the country was not healthy ‘or men of 
his stamp. I also hoped that he didnot exemplify a very large class of l'heo- 


* Onur African brother should know that it is strictly forbidden in our Society 
for a member to use his membership as the pretext for asking another member to 
give him worldly aid. There is no offence for which [ should sooner expel one than 
thig huckstering, for it casts dishonor upon the whole Society.—H. S. 0). 
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sophists in India; but this hope I did not communicate to him on paper, for 
fear of shocking his delicate organism. 

In point of fact I have always done my utmost to dissuade all Indians 
from coming to the Transvaal, and, particularly Johannesburg. The country 
is arepublic in name only. Racial hatred, directed most strongly against 
any nationality of sable exterior, is its most marked feature. This is so 
even in Natal, where only recently an attempt was made to prevent a number 
of Indians landing; an attempt however which proved abortive, owing chiefly 
to the pluck and persistence of my Indian friend Mr. Gandhi, Barrister-at 
Law, a gentleman who has for a long time past been fighting the Indian 
battle in Natal, almost single-handed. In the Transvaal, all colored people 
withont any distinction, are compelled to live and transact their businesses, 
unless they be hawkers, in a fixed location. They are compelled to suffer 
every disability, are regarded as Pariahs, and in fact occupy no status what- 
ever. I mention these facts for the benefit and information of any more of 
your Indian readers who may have entertained the notion of emigrating 
here. 

The foregoing will very probably give rise to the query “ que foit-il daus 
golérer” with regard to Theosophy. Well, in sober truth, never was seed sown 
in soil so stony and inhospitable. 

Johannesburg and Theosophy, Truth and Falsehood, Spirituality and 
Materialism, would correspondingly seem almost synonymous terms. Johan- 
nesburg, the Goiden City, the concentrated essence of selfishness, individual- 
ism, greed and mammon worship, enveloped in an atmosphere as thick and 
stifling as the biggest of its tailings heaps, rank with effluvia from a body— 
the body public, prostrated with the worst of all diseases. Gold Fever.— 
trying to nurture into growth atiny cutting from that most tender plant 
Theosophy! Why the picture seems like a caricature. And yet that deli- 
cate little shoot, must, beneath its frail form, be possessed of a powerful store 
of vitality. for, surely, though slowly and painfully as yet, it is gaining root. 
Patient loving hands are watching it, feeding it, labouring for it, praying for 
it, and by and bye, it will have acquired stature and strength and grace and 
beauty and then its loveliness, its sweet breath, the delight its presence will 
afford to those who nursed it as well as to those who ignored it, will be full 
and ample return for the care lavished on it during its babyhood. 

Our little Centre, here in Johannesburg, is now about three years old. 
and during the whole of that period it has had to fight and strnggle for 
existence. That it still lives to-day is in no small measure due to the kindly 
assistance and encouragement of one of the most devoted of Master's helpers. 
Mrs. Isubel Cooper-Oakley. Right from the beginning she has remained in 
regular correspondence with ns, helping as with literature we were two poor 
to buy, removing difficulties with her advice, smoothing away troubles when 
things seemed darkest. by timely words of comfort and cheerfulness, so 
that we few strugglers who have the ill-deserved honor of representing Theo- 
sophy iu South Africa—and the writer in particular—have learned to love her 
with a very deep and real love, a love such as soul must feel for soul when 
divested of material forms and brought face to face in all their native glory. 

In a comfortable room in the centre of the town, every Thursday even- 
ing we hold our meetings. Our members live too for apart, some even out of 
the town, to meet more frequently. We are now just concluding A.B’s, * Man 
and His Bodies.” A member is selected to read. and may be interrupted at 
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any time, for question and explanation, or discussion of any statement. This 
has been found more satisfactory than completing the reading before in- 
viting questions ; because we found that a query which arose at a given 
moment during the reading, was frequently forgotten before the time for 
discussion arrived, or else had been driven out of the head by another. 

A source of much pride and satisfaction to us is our library, which in- 
cludes a very fair number of useful works. A goodly stock of pamphlets is 
also kept on hand for distribution among enquirers. ‘ Lucifer’ is subscrib- 
ed to in triplicate and regularly received. A few papers, original contribu- 
tions by a couple of our own people, are also deserving of mention. You will 
consequently perceive that although our progress is slow and laborious, we 
possess the elements of a successful Lodge, which there is every hope of our 
eventually becoming. 

The battle we have undertaken to fight is up-hill and a hard one; the 
odds opposed to us, tremendous, but we are backed by an unlimited stock of 
persistence, patience and conviction, and so know that the result must spell 
victory in the end.* 


Lewis W. Влтсн, 


NEW ZEALAND SECTION. 
February 1897. 

Colonel Olcott's “ Historical Retrospect” reached the head-quarters of 
the New Zealand Section during the stay of the American “ Crusaders” in 
Auckland. It proved to be very useful, and served its purpose admirably. 

The visit of Mr. and Mrs. Draffin to the Branches has been on the whole 
а success, more especially in Christchurch. There, the lectures have been 
very successful in arousing public interest; they bave been well attended, 
and have invoked much questioning and discussion. Mrs. Draffin spoke in 
* Our Father's Church,” the lecture forming part of the evening service, and 
the audience numbered about 700. 

The Christchurch Branch has been very steadily adding to its numbers 
of late, and everything tends to show an increased interest in Theosophy iu 
this city. 

In Auckland also, the attendance at lectures and public meetings has 
been gradually increasing, until now the Hall can barely accommodate the 
audiences. Miss Edger nas given some very interesting lectures since her 
return to head-quarters, to very large audiences, arousing much animated 
discussion. 

The holiday season being now over, Branches have settled down to steady 
work, and classes and meetings are going on with renewed vigour 


CHICAGO. 


February, 1897—The unusual opportunities and corresponding alertoe 
for clear and novel presentations of Dharma, eontinue.—Virchand Gandhi, р.ғ 


Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, is on his Second Course of day 
and evening classes and lectures in his room and in Chapel Hall, both in the 


* Buccess always rewards brave hearte and perseverao 
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Masonic Temple—the highest building, aside from steeples, that Т ever 
saw—and also іп the parlors of Mrs. MacBean, Prairie Avenue. How oc- 
cupied he is, appears from his February list of topics, each having its date : 
Magic and Magical Arts, Personal Magnetism, Practical Concentrations 
Development of Psychometric Powers, Seven morning lectures are on the 
Science of Vibrations. Ten evening lectures are on Yoga. Теп morning 
lectures are on the Interpretation of Symbols. All the foregoing began in 
Febrnary. The courses which beganin January, and some are not yet 
through, were on Development of the 6th Sense, Sleep and Its Mysteries, 
Psychic Phenomena, Astral Vision, Gems and Color. Теп lectures were 
on Karma, Its Mysteries and Details, and ten on Yoga, or Soul-Culture, 

He has also lectured before the West side Vegetarinn Sociery, on “ Have 
Animals, Souls?" and he has Sunday engagements ahead in a Universa- 
list Church ; these latter being gratuitous, unless a “ collection,” is taken. 
The Vegetarian Societies in Chicago, four, are not pecuniarily strong, but 
otherwise there is surprising interest and prosperity. They are all affiliated 
in Branches, North Side, South Side, West Side, and Central. Last 
Thursday for instance, in his pleasar:t room on the 13th floor of the Masonic 
Temple, he was pleasantly picturesque ; very student looking, in costume 
of purple coat and trowsers, white sash and turban; and on the black 
board we read “Life Force—Vibration of Thought—of Will—of Karma; 
and ho tolls us that Karma is activity of the living being ; that the senses are 
developed out of subtle, primordial matter, and therefore are grosser than it; 
that wateris grosser than the oxyyen and hydrogen from which it comes ; 
that soul consciousness is limited by the senses, and therefore when released 
from them, &c., &c. 

In tho evening, same day, we find on the black board, Akdsho 
sound; Vayu, touch ; Tejas, color ; Араз, taste; Prithivi, smell. 

Countess Wachtmeister has given a series of excellent lectures, in 
Kimball Hall ; and also addressed a Vegetarian Society ; and ably answered 
the forthcoming questions. The present fashion before a Society, is a not 
long address, half an hour, or 40 minutes at most, and then questions, and 
the interchange of remarks. It tests the breadth, depth, and quickness of 
the speaker more than a longer speech that is to be swallowed by the ears, 
in silence ! 

Pandit Lalan, who came, connected with 
М. R. A. 8, ав teacher of Sanskrit, is now delivering on his own platform, 
Van Buren Street, Theosophical Hall, a course on Bhagavad Gita, a course 
of 6 lessons in Sanskrit, n course of 3 lectures on Meditation, and a Sun- 
day course of 6 addresses on (1) Realization of Truth, by means of (2) Mental 
Calmnoss; (8) Meditation; (4) Concentration; (5) Spiritual and other 
Experience; (6) Direct Cognition of Universal Love, Power, and Know- 
ledge. It was an experiment, to be the immediate successor on that platform, 
of the young, favourite Brahmacharin, who has just left for Los Angeles, 
California,—who attracted every body, being one of the most charming per- 
sonalities to be met in a lifetime, polished, accomplished, magnetic, Не may 
come back in April. Pandit Lalan has not a mellow voice, aud he is not 
very well versed in English, though he knows, fluently, bow to write and 
speak fourteen languages, and has a sufficiently convenient knowledge of 
twelve more ; but all of thése are other-side-of-the-globe tongues. Не also 


Wears а close coat and trowsers, without sash, and his form is very, very 


Virchand Gandhi, А. B., 
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{ narrow and tall; which emphasized his repeated beginning of paragraphs— 
y Tam fat. Iam well 1 am sick,—Signifying not the real I. І 


Theosophical Hall lectures being always free, and the present interest | 
flush, it was filled. One of the two mer, in the daytime meeting, sitting far | 
back, arose boldly, and made an energetic, or pusnacious, semi-question ; { 
whereat, the Pandit already descended to the floor from the low platform, 
in his earnestness, advanced down toward the questioner, asin а conversa- 
tion, and then went back and forth in the aisle, ingenuously continuing his 
explanation. The ladies applauded him, After the “collection,” he took 
the basket ina hazardous manner, shook its numerous jingling nickles 
—everybody had given, and said—If anybody here cannot come to these 

Ы lectures, giving anything, take some out of this basket, and stay not away. 
Come. At the close, theladies gathered around him at the table, with more 

х questions ; and followed him in a throng to the adjoining Theosophical 
Office. One only was соо) enough to carp at his English, which is bound 
to improve. 

The “ Esoteric Extension” is а large society, which was organized this 
season, has lectures, affiliates with societies similarly named in other coun- 
tries, and gives a finely managed Social Evening every month—entrance 
by invitation from members. There we meet numbers of the foremost in- 
teresting people, everybody is face-to-face and cordial, and talent abounds, 

' all lying loose, released from the platform. 


Е An orthodox minister of the gospel, of unusual eloquence and magnetism, 
has since the November election, opened a new Liberal Church, which 
grows like Jonah's ground. This is added to the list of the religious 
liberals,—Lloyd-Jones, ‘thomas, Rabbi Hirsch, Hillis, the successor of 
Swing, Mangasarian,—and all the Universalist churches. 


More eloquent than all is a little Mills, who, scarcely as high as 
Douglas, is very powerful in the exposition of the questions agitating the 

` globe, India, America, and all. The progressive, even psychic, liberal folks, 
here are usually onthe Silver side. The Orthodox, Conservatives, Bankers, 
&c., on the Gold side. How the audience—gentlemen all—applaud Mills, who 
wore not even a white shirt, the Sunday I heard him. Such lucid eloquence! 

Anna BALLARD. 
WASHINGTON BOULEVARD. 


‘Reviews. 


ut MYSTIC FREEMASONRY.* 

_ This, in some respects a noteworthy book, has just been published in › 
America. Many books have been written on the symbolism of Freemasonry, | 
for, as its own adherents declare, Masonry is a peculiar system of morality, 
veiled inallegory and illustrated by symbols, and it is only by an explanation 

, of its symbolical teachings that its real character can be made at all compre- 
M hensi ible to the outside world who are not masons. The book, however, 
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exhibits a great advance upon previous efforts in this direction, for the author 
being a well known American Theosophist of long standing, and also, accord- 
ing to his own statement, a Freemason in one of the highest degrees (the 
32nd), has made an attempt to prove that Masonry, though in its modern 
form less than two centuries old, is, in the essence of its teaching, a revival of 
the lost schools of Antiquity; that its doctrine is not merely symbolical, but 
mystical, (using the definition inits metaphysical sense) ; and that its symbols 
and ritual, though supposed to illustrate its teaching, do so in a purposely dark, 
occult fashion. The author believes that its real purpose is to show “how 
man by searching can find out God," that each man contains within himself 
an immortal principle, which inward study will in due course reveal to him 
who perseveres in his search. He shows that masonry has, like the ancient 
schools, its Secret Doctrine, that its three degrees of apprentice, workman 
and master mason are intended to represent the successive stages through 
which the child, the youth and the fully developed man may progressively 
receive in himself the knowledge that his life on this earth is transitory and 
full of change, and that he only really lives when, having died the death of 
the lower self, he rises to the knowledge of the glorious immortality lived by 
his Higher and real Self, the continuing ego of theosophic teaching, which in 
its births, deaths and resurrections goes on reincarnating through all periods 
of time. Freemasonry symbolically represents the building of King Solo- 
mon’s temple, which was constructed without the sound of a tool being heard 
upon, it, and thus is a type of that other “ Spiritual Temple, the house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Tn addition to the trinity above-mentioned, “ Huram,” the architect of this 
temple, is astronomically the representative of the Sun, which, manifesting 
its full glory at the South Gate, is smitten downward and more downward as 
he advances in his course toward the West, which passing, he is immediately 
vanquished and put to death by darkness, represented, in the same allegory 
by the spirit of evil, butfreturning in the East, he rises again, the conqueror 
in the resurrection. A very limited knowledge of the history of primitive 
worship and mysteries is necessary to enable any person to. recognise in the 
master mason, Huram, the Osiris of the Egyptians, the Mithras of the Persians, 
the Bacchus of the Greeks, and the Atys of the Phrygians, of each of whom 
these peoples celebrated the passion, death and resurrection, just as Christians 
to-day celebrate that of Jesus Christ. This is the unvarying type of all the 
great religions which have succeeded each other in the world’s history. The 
derivation of Hur-am is the same as Her-a, Her-mes, Her-akles, the per- 
sonification of Light and the Sun, the Mediator, Redeemer and Saviour of the 
world. 

An integral part of the symbolism is the sprig of Acacia. This is the 
thorny tamarisk called in India the babul tree, the same tree which grew up 
around the body of Osiris. It is a sacred tree among the Arabs, who made of 
it the Idol Al-uzra which Mahommed destroyed. It grows vigorously in 
India, Arabia, and Africa upon desert sandy soil which will sustain no other 
plant. Of it, the crown of thorns, which was set upon the forehead of Jesus 
of Nazareth was said to have been made. It is a fit emblem of immortality, on 
account of its tenacity of life. From its cracked bark, due to natural growth 
+ and expansion, exudes white sap in the form of tears, which as it flows is 
hardened by the dry hot air of the desert into beads and strings of the gum- 
arabic of commerce. This continual exudation of the life-blood of the tree 
may be fitly comparable to the suffering caused to all men by evil, for, only 
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by this suffering can the world be purified of its pain. English Freemasons 
could have had no personal knowledge of this tree, for it does not grow in 
temperate Europe. 

It should not be forgotten that in modern Freemasonry, as in the ancient 
mysteries and in all the great Religions, there was an exoteric portion givenout 
to the world, to the uninitiated. and an esoteric portion reserved for the initi- 
ate, and revealed by degrees, according as the candidate demonstrated his fitness 
to receive, conceal, and rightly use the knowledge so imparted. This was 
even the case with Christianity during the first three centuries. Its initiates 
were divided into three degrees: Ist, the general congregation of hearers, 2nd 
those taught, the catechwmens, and the third, those who had been found 
faithful. The celebrations of the Holy Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, 
were kept with profound secrecy. St. Augustine, the great Father of the 
Christian Church (born 347 A. D.) says, * What is now called the Christian 
Church existed among the ancients, and was not absent from the human race 
until Christ came, from which time the true religion, which existed already, 
began to be called Christian.” 

Many points of similarity between Masonry and Theosophy are brought 
out by the author. There is the recognition, by both, of the unqualified 
Brotherhood of man as being the foundation of the social and religious 
structure of society. There is also the recognition by both of * Confusionamong 
the Workmen” in building the Temple, the individual house in which the 
man’s soul, his real Self, temporarily dwells. This confusion is manifested 
by almost total ignorance, in the ordinary uninstructed uninitiated man, of 
the existence and nature of the soul. It isonly by process of deep thought into 
the inner meaning of the ritual employed that its teaching can be brought to 
the spiritual apprehension of the initiate. 

Much of the book is taken up withthe unfolding of theosophic teaching as 
to the explanation of the ritual and symbology of Freemasonry. Sixteen full- 
page engraved plates are given to the representation of Pythagorean, 
masonic and theosophic symbols. It is shown that the unfoldment of the 
cube, the symbol of the Kaaba at the temple in Mecca, makes the cross, upon 
which the initiated man has ever been crucified. The Sacred Name which has 
ever been “lost,” and which it has always been the duty of the initiate to re- 
discover, is seen to be that Holy Word adopted by theosophists from the 
sacred scriptures of the Hindus, the meaning of which when made clear to 
the instructed understanding, illumines with its radiance the whole life of him 
who sees its significance. For many other explanations of masonic symbology 
we must refer the reader to the book itself. 
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only a repetition of what has been said many times over, at discerning the 
merits of the Maya doctrine itself and iss capacity for satisfying the in- 
quiring and the searching spirit, instead of the endeavour to discover whether 
it isto be found in the Vedanta Sütras, or what other origin it has. The 
latter attempt is only too apt to be accompanied by the self-complacent spirit 
and attitude of the scientist sitting down in all his greatness to dissect the 
wretched little carcase of some dead lizard, for purposes of mere pastime and 
display of skill, when the proper mood of mind is that of the searching pupil 
to whom the Upanishads address the advice :— 


абата TRAMs IE Ge P MEC | 


А хох. 


THE NEW SPIRITUALISM.* 


An address delivered before the London Spiritualist Alliance, by 
RICHARD HARTE. 


This little pamphlet abounds in vigorous thoughts and progressive 
ideals. The author is not one of those who are satisfied with the mere 
knowledge that the departed still love us and sometimes manifest their power 
and presence. He would bring the touch-stone of scientific knowledge and 

‚ observation to bear upon the whole matter. He would have us keep out 
of the ruts, keep in sympathy with human needs, keep abreast with the 
progressive spirit of the age in all matters, recognize the reign of law, and 
' do something to help make the world better. E. 


CHARAKA ЅАМНІТА ў 
Translated into English. 


Part XVII. of the above publication contains three lessons. Lesson 

V. treats of the different kinds of ducts in the human body, their diseases 

and causes of the same; also medicines to be used. Lesson VI. treats of 

the classification of groups of disease according to their causes. Lesson 

VII. treats of disgnosis, and of the different worms that have their habitat 
‘in the human body. This seems to be quite a useful work. E. 


KARMA-YOGA. 
By Swa'mt VIVEKA'NANDA, 


These eight lectures (delivered in America,) are contained in а small 
book of 105 pages. The author has endeavoured to instill into the minds of 
his hearers, the idea of right motives as a necessary prelude to right action, 
the highest motive being the sincere desire to do good, without selfish claim 
on the fruits of the action. Though some of the precepts to be found in 
these lectures might be considered as fairly open to criticism, they prove to 


be, on the whole, profitable reading, and contain much wise instruction. 
E. 


* Reprinted from Light. Price three-pence. 
+ Published by Avinash Chandra Kaviratna. 200, Cornwallis биесі. 


Reviews. 


CHROMOPATHY. 
By PaxDIr Jwata PRASAD Jua. 


This little pamphlet on healing diseases by colours, the author dedicates 
to Tookaram Tatya, F.T.S., “ For his philanthropic endeavours in alleviating 
the miseries of suffering humanity,” and then proceeds to state, in his 
preface that, having acquired the art of treating the sick magnetically, 
as suggested to him by Col. Olcott, and, subsequently practised Homeopathy 
to some extent, he finally learned from Dr. Babbitt’s * Health Manual,” the 
principles of Chromopathy which he has been practising for the past eleven 
years. From personal acquaintance with Dr. E.D. Babbitt, the author of this 
system, and from some experience also in its practice, the writer of this 


review can heartily recommend it, together with the pamphlet above named. 


E. 


RAMABHADRIYAM. 
This work is named after its author. Rdémabhadra, called also Kawi- 
stalam Durcisami Mwppanar is the name of a Tamil work written on the 
basis, and after the model of the famous Thirukkural of the great Thiru- 
yvalluva Nayanar, an author and a Gndéni of South Indian fame. The book 
opens with a preface in which the author gives us a very brief history of his 
family and then offers some general remarks upon his work. The sub- 
jects treated of in the main body of the work are (1) Learning, (2) 
Wisdom, (3) Conduct, (4) Duty to Mother, (5) Duty to Father, (6) Devotion 
to God, (7) Devotion to the Guru or teacher, (8) Dharma (or giving to the 
needy), (9) Artha (theearning and use of money), (10) Kama (the sensual 


life of man), (11) Family life, (12) The feeding duty of the householder, (13) 
Retribution, (14) Divine Grace, (15) Killing, 


Renunciation, and (18) Fate, » chapter being devoted to each. 
The book is 
Thirukkural, Kamba Rámáyanam and other well-known works. We hope 


it will serve as a useful addition to the Tamil Literature of the day, which 
stands much in need of encouragement. 


(16) Transitoriness, (17) 


written in good Tamil with copious quotations from 


TSG: 


THE AWAKENING OF THE SELF 
OR 
THE ATMABODHA. OF SRI SANKARACHARYA. 
Translated into English BY CHARLES JOHNSTON, New York. 

The substance of bis translation formerly appeared in the 15th Vol. of 
Lucifer, but in the book, the author did not follow the previous translation, 
but changed the wordings. ‘I'he Xtmabodha, consists of 67 verses in Sanskrit» 
and Mr. Johnston’s beautiful rendering makes the meaning quite clear. It is 
printed on good paper. 


+ Бї 


س 


THE TEN PRINCIPAL UPANISHADS. 
With Tamil translation, PUBLISHED BY PANDIT К. ANANDACHARYAR, MADRAS. 
We have been favoured with a copy of the above work. The present 


part contains from [sa to Mundakopanishad, first chapter. The translator has 
rendered into Tamil Sankurichirya’s meaning as well as the Visishtá- 
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Star Lore is the first issue of a small magazine devoted to astrology, and 
published at 328, Strand, London. 


In Rays of Light—March—R. F. continues the presentation of some 
excellent ideas concerning the attitude of Theosophy towards Christanity, 
showing how the former has been misunderstood and that itis not Anti- 
Christianity. 


SANSKRIT JOURNAL. 

We have been again favoured with the first number of the Second 
Volume of this journal. It contains some good articles such as Taittariya 
Literature, the Purushasükta, and others. We have read some other articles 
also published in previous numbers, especially that “on Puranas, their 
Genesis and significance." The learned readers of the journal would have 
been better satisfied, had the subject been treated more deeply and 
thoroughly. In other articles too, if the writers had not mentioned for autho- 
rity, Monier Williams, or other Western Oriental Scholars, it would have 
been more valuable in the eyes of Easternreaders. Moreover, in writing 
criticisms upon Vedas and our other Ancient Literature, it will be always 
more useful and weighty, if we thoroughly master them instead of leaning 
upon the authority of our Western brothers. 


Of course, for the Sanskrit articles we have nothing bat praise. In the 
present number, there is an excellent article on “Principles of Chemistry,” 
from the pen of the learned Mr. Rajurajavarma, м. л„‚ in Sanskrit. As the 
story of Jadabharata had appeared in different magazines, illustrating the 
re-incarnation of а man iu animal body, it would have been better, if this 
journal had taken some other subject. 


The journal is conducted by Mr. R. Krishnamacharyar, м. à., the learn- 
ed Sanskrit scholar, a man abundantly qualified for the work. 


К.А. S. 


CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS. 


“ Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.” 


At a meeting of the Senate of the MadrasUniver- 

An Oriental sity, held on the 19th March, as reported in the 
Department Madras Mail, Sir Arthur Collins (Vice Chancellor) 
to the presented the letter of the Hon. Dr. Duncan contain- 
University. ing, “ the draft of his scheme for introducing depart- 
mental examinations in Oriental languages, and re- 

commending the establishment of an Oriental side to the University." 
The Honorable Dr. Duncan offered some remarks in explanation 

of his scheme and referred to the Oriental Department in the Punjab 
University, which had been provided for at its incorporation. It is 
empowered to grant the three degrees of B. O. L., M. O. L. and D. 
O. L. This scheme had proved very successful. The speaker 
quoted largely from the expressed views of eminent men, and said 
that *“ this was not a battle between Orientalism and Occidentalism", 


E that each would gain much by being brought in contact with the 
other. 


The Hon. Mr. Justice Subramanier lyer in seconding the 
proposition said : 
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“that those interested in this matter were not anxious to revive and 
keep alive the pundits of the orthodox fashion, their object was not to support 
and multiply all the errors of the pundits, but to try and bring them if 
possible more into touch with Western thought and knowledge, and to get 
them to adopt more rational methods of education. and then to make them 
apply their minds formed in that way, in the study of Sanskrit and the 
Vernacular. E 


“ The object of the stent proposal was to put more sense into the Pun- 
dit and to make him carry on the cultivation of Sanskrit and Vernacular 
literatures, if possible by better methods”. 


After some discussion the motion was carried, bv a large 
majority. This is indeed a move in the right direction. 


* 

жж 
At a General Meeting of the Buddhist Text 
The Society of India, held at Darjiling on the 14th Novem- 
Buddhist ber, 1896, at which the Lieut.-Governor of Bengal, 
Text Lady Mackenzie, and a large number of distinguished 
Society. guests were present, Sir Griffith Evans, K. C. I. E., 


took occasion to refer to the devoted labours of Rai 
Sarat Chandra Das, Bahadur, and said, as reported in the /ndian 
Mirror : 


“He was the only man who had succeeded in so mastering the Tibetan 
language that he would be welcomed by the Tibetans themselves. His per- 
fect knowledge of the language was his passport, and he had succeeded in 
going where no one but himself could pass. In the course of his travels he 
had to cross stupendous mountain ranges on levels of eternal snow. He had 
shewn himself gifted with the greatest physical endurance. He could speak 
from his own presonal know ledge as to the Rat Bahadur's power of endurance 
as he had been in his company to the borders of Tibet in 1884 during a jour- 
ney involving much fatigue and exposure. The Rai Bahadur had a delight i in 
hardship and adventure which was quite European.’ 


Sir Alfred Croft also, in the course of his Sere referring to a 
recent article in the Academy onthe subject of Buddhist Texts, said 
that— 


“Such articles had been rendered possible by the explorations and re- 
searches of the Rai Bahadur. It was a source of great satisfaction to the speak- 
er that he had been able to help this work from the beginning. No such 
Society as the Buddhist Text Society was possible without Buddhist books 
and therefore to Rai Sarat Chandra Das, Bahadur, was due its success. The 
object in sending Sarat Chandra to Thibet had fully succeeded, He had 
been able to interest the rulers andthe Lamas, in his work, and he had 
brought back a yak load of Buddhist books of the utmost value. The result 
of this exploration had been manifested in two ways. Rai Sarat Chandra’s 
researches had resulted in a large number of papers on the religious philosophy 
and history of Tibet, many of “which had been published in the proceedings 
of the Asiatic Society ; and the Tibetan books now being published would 
be of the utmost value to the learned world of Europe." 


Rai Sarat Chandra Das, Bahadur, K. C. I. E., then gave a short 
lecture on the great lake of Thibet, and other speakers also addressed 
the meeting which was one of great interest. 

* 
E 

Dr. Waddell gave, at a late meeting of the Asiatic 

_ Lord Society of Bengal, an interesting account of the ancient 
Buddha's ^ Journey which the great Emperor Asoka made, 
Bee Place. about 239 B. C., to the now rediscovered birth-place of 
ч Buddha at Nepal Terai. The great Buddhist King had 
as his escort, a large caravan of followers and a small army of troops, 
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News reaches us from Toulon ‘nat 
Е Е { “ { steeds » 
Almost of seventy barely escaped being buried ай» 
buried She seemed to die—at least the doctor gave а certif 
alive cate of death, and the body was prepared tor buria 
j 
but just before thís took place the relativ j 


поид at seeing the old lady t up and look about her 2s И dew 
dered, remarking that she was thirsty, Kestoratives being adminis 


fered she з00п recovered her strength and next day hunted up ff 
police, asking them to enquire into the matter of that death cert fica 
Many similar and many worse cases may be found recorded in Mr 


William Tebb's work on “ Premature Burial” More caution 
needed in these cases of supposed death. 
+ 
" * 
Prince Harísinhji rep 019 If) a private letter, the 
durological particulars of a remarkable astrological prophecy made 
prophecy three months befere ite fulfilment, It related to the 
fulfilled, translerence Aa certain military Officer, and what 
gives this prophecy special importance is the fact that 
it was made in (асе of the positive assurance of a high official in 
Simla, that there was no chance of its taking place, “at least for one 
year; yet, contrary to all ordinary probability, the transfer occurred 


as ‚ NMeference was made to this same astrologist on page 
186 of Theosophist, of December Vast. 
* 
и "* 


While the energies of the Kuropean are absorbe: 
The fruits in stadying physical science, the Hindu studies the 
of soul, and the methods of acquiring union with the 
heathendom. Higher Sel (Yoga) The Amrita Bazar Patrika quotes 
Tytler as saying that students of philosophy find that 
even the Greeks treated no subject “which had not been antecedently 
discussed by the Hindus ; " and says that Professor Cowell found the 
culations of the Hindus so subtle as to make “the European head 

lazy ;" and further: 


“The knowledge which the Europeans are silently imbibing got 
start when the illustrious leaders of "1 heosophy,-—Blavateky and (Ласи, 
eame to India. 

* Now, we have the А густа Bociety, the Krishna Society, the Shiva 
Желеу, the Vishnu I! and hundreds of such societies all over the 
world. They are controlled by Etiroqr ane and they all preach 4 form of 
Mindaiem. We have in England an iriportant, paper Vike Borderland which 
fe based проп Hinds principles Indeed, half of the civilized world are now 
either Paddhiste or + бы mean half of those who care for these 


^ Ther we harea missionary in an English lady, Mrs. Besant, who i 
pure Hindaiem all over the world Christianity has improved 
mach in coming in contact With Hindaiem ‘The ‘hesthen’s toleration, Wie 
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The Brahmavodi ۳ nmentíne on 
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Golden Rule. imperative nature of this command, througt 
darity ¢ 
common divinity of human Nature 5 c f 
world 1% а worthy habitation of the Lord, and therefore ғ "rf 
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man resulting from the recognitior 
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` 
\ 
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The Gospels fix quite correctly as the highest 1а nora 
'Love your neighbour as yourselve Bu 


ийсе by the order of nature 1 feel pain and p 
not in my neighbour? The answer is not in the Bible j 
book being not yet quite free from Semitic realism), but it is in 


Veda, it is in the great formula, Таи twam asi, which gives in t 

words metaphysics and morals altogether. You shall love у 
neighbour, as yourselves, because you are your neighbour. and rr 
Masion makes you believe thai your neighbour is someth ng diffe 


from yourselves. Or in the words of the Bhagavad Сий He 
knows himselfin everything and everything in himself, - 

JURE HIMSELF BY HIMSELF, nahinasta átmána átmánam. Tt the sun 
and tenor of all morality and this is the stand-point of а man kno 
ing himself as Brahman. We FEELS HIMSELF AS EVERYTHIS 
will not desire anything, for he has "vet 5 i ; PERI 
HIMSELF AS EVERYTHING, —40 he will not injure anything Jr пород 
injures himself.” 


* 
я 4 
А Gooty correspondent of The Hindu peaks 
Lectures оп ungualified praise of 

Gnana and Pundit Bhavani Shankar, Honorary Inepectot 
Вані. Theosophical Society, who arrived at (о 
February, at the invitation of the local Branch, fre 
H derabad, delivered seven lectures om Gnana and Рак! ae the ra 
One every day, to a «elect and edocated andience composed of Theo 
Í and mnon-Theo«ophiste. The leetuürer is а quiet, nnassoming 
charming, and gentle Brahmin, and he has practically given up all concer 
of Worldly Vile. And yet he іч very ac ive and has been touring almos 
every year to different centres of religions activity all over India, «nd quietly 
and.umostentatiously influencing some of the leading people for the better 


) - 


His lectures are described as being '' suggestive, helpful and 
luminous," being clothed in simplelanguage and abounding in quota- 
tions from the Hindu scriptures. The lecturer urged, in fitting 
terms “ the necessity of Hindus becoming religious, not for self or 
sel-glorification, but for the service of others.’ 


The speaker's remarks were received with an enthusiastic wel- 
come, The writer, in closing, says :— 


AB The Theosophist | April 


" If for nothing else, we Hindus ought to be grateful to the Theosophi- 
cal Society for developing even a few typical religious Hindus like Pandit 
Bhavani Shankar who has been known and loved by а large numberof Hindus 
all over India for nonrly 15 years, "To seo him and hear him is to love him 
and reverence him. Hyerybody was sorry indeed to part with him. He next 
wont to Bangalore to lecture there,” 


АГ 
Itis seldom that a genuine Indian Yogi can be 
What found who will consent to give an exhibition of 
а Vogi did his power over the hidden forces of his own. being but 
in Kurope, atthe International Congress of Psychologists which 


assembled at Munich, last August, Mr, Bhima Sena 
Pratapa exhibited his self-induced trance to members of the congress 
only. Much interest was thus awakened, though but few of the eru- 
dite professors could comprehend this demonstration of occult power, 
Though this Yogi was reported to have been exposed on a former 
occasion, certain it is that the learned gentlemen of the Congress 
found nothing of deception in what they witnessed. The Yogi offered 
to sleep one week under the strict watch, by day and by night, of a 
committee of physicians, but as the Congress was to last only three 
days, the committee preferred to have him sleep daily, from 10 ^. M, 
to 6 pP, м. These sleepings and wakings were witnessed by Dr. Н. 
Baradue, of Paris and other scientists of note, from Stockholm and 
London, and about зоо other members of the Congress. As a prepa- 
ration for his sleep, he ropeated, in a scarcely audible voice, the well- 
known Gayatri invocation to the divine sun of Wisdom that illumines 
the heart of mankind, "Then stretching himself upon the lounge, he 
was asleep in fifteen minutes. The process for awakening consisted in 
rubbing the top of his head vigorously for about a quarter of an hour, 
as he had previously directed. This Yogi did not prove to be 
susceptible to hypnotic suggestion. 
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We find the following in Arjuna—issue of Feb. 
Madras 6th : 
a centre “Tt is Madras which to-day publishes the best and the 
of thought, — most learned periodicals disseminating the highest religion 
and philosophy of India, e.g., the Theosophist, the Brahmavadin, 
the Thinker, the Prabuddha Bharata, the Arya Balabodhini; and if wo do 
not err, the only and the best Mohammedan organ espousing the cause of the 
Congress comes from the same city ; and last though not least, again, it is 
Madras where the head-quarters of the Theosophical Society are founded 
wherefrom the currents ol spiritual forces radiate towards and enlighten not 
only India but the whole world.” m 
Mr. P. C, Mukherji, F. T. S., Government Archæo- 
Archelogical  logist, and author of articles on ** Silpa Sastra" which 
research are well known to readers of Zhe Theosophist, is now 
in Patna. pursuing his researches onthe spot which was once 
the capital city of the famous Buddhist monarch, 
Asoka, and has addressed the following letter to Babu Lalu Prasad, a 
Zemindar of Patna city : 

“Sir,—T have to ask your permission to excavate near the new well of 
your garden, where I have found some walls, belonging to an ancient struo- 
ture, This work is undertaken for archwological investigations for which 
Government has sent me here and in which the Commissioner and other 
high authorities take great interest, In so doing I shall not damage any 
trees, And otherwise take care not to encroach upon them, Besides 1 shall 
fill up all my diggings when this research is completed. 

_ We are glad to note that the Zemindar his kindly granted per- 
mission for the search to be made on his premises. 
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T. S. FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 
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» C.Sambiah, Mylapore, Subscription, — ... ^ EIE Id 
ADYAR, Т. VIJIARAGHAVA CHARLU, 
25th March 1897. } Treasurer, T. S. 
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA. 


‘A splendid reception was accorded to Swami Vivekananda on his late visit 
to Madras, and people from all quarters flocked to see and hear him, and as 
the larger part of the audience was outside the hall, the people within decided 
to go out also, but as no provision had been made for outdoor speaking, it 
was found that half the audience could not hear, so the meeting soon termi- 
nated, and Vol. Olcott, who was on the Reception Committee. had no opportu- 
nity of presenting the closing address of welcome to the Swami, which formed 
a secur the programme of the day. ‘The renowned Swami has the gift of ora- 
tory, yet the title of “ His Holiness” seems out of place when applied to one 
Who so often acts while under the sway of his impulses, instead of listening to 
the calmer promptings of reason. However, in referring to his former vene- 
rated guru, he says, in his Calcutta speech: 

iN it there has been anything NS by me, by thoughts, or words, or 
deeds, if from my lips ever has fallen one word that has helped any one in 
the world, 1 lay no claim to it, it was his. But if there have been curses fall- 
ing from my lips, it there has been hatred coming out of me, it is ull mine, 
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xxviii Supplement to The Theosophist, 
THE SANSKRIT PUSTAKONNATI SABHA. 


A plan for promoting the study of Oriental literature and thus forward. 
ing the second object of the T. S., by collecting from all portions of India, 
valuable Sauskrit MSS. and holding them in safe custody, was mentioned by 
Mrs. Besant at our last T. S. Convention at Advar. 


We have just received a leaflet from the Т. S. at Benares, bearing the 
above title, prepared by Mrs. Besant in explanation ofthis scheme, Having 
the conseut and approval of the President of the T. S., the Adyar Library 
will be the chief centre for MSS. thus collected, but * branch offices will be 
established in the Punjab aud ia the N. W. P., at which MSS, will be tem- 
porarily stored, and at which the work of cataloguing will be carried on. 
A learned and devoted Svàmi has, for the past thirteen years, been engaged 
in the preparation of a complete catalogue of valuable Sanskrit MSS., con. 
taining full information concerning each. It was at the request of this 
Svami that Mrs. Besant consented to take the outer charge of this scheme, 
and she will be thankful for assistance from friends willing to aid in collect- 
ing or copying rare MSS., or sending particulars concerning them. “ The 
Svami being resident inthe Punjab, all information for insertion in the 
catalogue must be sent thither, to the care of Rai B. K. Lahiri, Ludhiana.” 

“The particulars required as to any book (or MS.) are: Name; 
author's name ; brief summary of contents” ; known or unknown ; obtainable 
or not; easy or difficult to get ; hidd:n, rare, published, purchasabie, current, 
or necessary. "'heosophists will please interest themselves in this matter in 
the vicinity in which they reside and make inquiries. “ Many MSS. are 
irretrievably lost by neglect, anda little care and trouble now may prevent 
irreparable mischief.” E. 


THE ADYAR LIBRARY. 


The follewing books have been added during the past two months :— 


Kanarese Ramayana, from Mrs. Besant; Light of Grace; Descriptive 
Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. in the library of Calcutta Sanskrit College, 
No.6; Report of the Commissioners of Education for 1894 and 95, of U.S. A., 
vol I., and Bureau of Eiknology, vol. XIII. from Smithsonian Institution, 
America ; Siveyogadipika, from Mr. A. Krishnasamy Iyer, Taittiriya Samhit?, 
vol. IV, from Government Oriental Library, Mysore; Sadáchárapadhati of 
Sankaráchá»ya (30 copies), from Mr. J. Srinivasa Row; Palm leaf MSS. 
(10 numbers) from a Kanchivaram gentleman; Karma Yoga, Brahmavadin. 
Series No. 5; Charaka Samhité; part XVII; Dharma, an exposition of 
Buddhism by Dr. Paul Carus; and Dr. Barrow's Lectures (in India). 
PURCHASED :— 


Sacred Books of the East, Vedania Sütra, vol. ТЇ; Ananddsrama No. 34 
Bhagavad Gita ; Rationale of Mesmerism ; and The Soul, by Randolph. 


К. ANANTHAKRISHNA SASTRY, 
Librarian, 


Printed by Тномрѕох ANp Co., in the Theosophist department of the Minerva 
Press, Madras, and published for the Proprietors by the business Mana- 
ger, Mr. T. Visita Racnava CHARLU, at Adyar, Madras, 


А évertisements. 


Will be sent by V. Р. P. on application to the Business Manager 
of the Theosophist, all books, pamphlets and magazines. 


NEW BOOKS. 


The Secret Doctrine. by B. P. Blavatsky: 3rd Edition, 2 Vols., 
and a third Vol. for Index. Price £2 5s. Will be sent to any part 
of India and Ceylon. Price Rs. 40. Price of Index Vol. to Secret 
Doctrine is Rs. 14 for non-subscribers to the new edition. 

Isis Unveiled, by do., latest Edn., 2 Vols. Price 10 dollars or Rs.35. 

Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatsky and “ The Secret Doctrine." 
by the Countess Constance Wachtmeister. Price Re. 1. 

Prasnottara, Vols. I. II. ІП. IV. V. & VL, paper cover. Re. 1 each. 

Theosophy, Religion and Occult Science. by Col. Olcott. Paper- 
bound copies of the English Edition. Price is now reduced to Es. 3-8. 

Septenary Man, by Anderson (paper cover) Re. 1-12-0. 

Addresses on the Vedanta ath by Swami Vivekananda— 
Vol. 1. Karma Yoga; Vol. Il. Bhakti Yoga ; Vol. ПІ. The Ideal of a 
Universal Religion and the Cosmos and Microcosm. Each Re. 1-6-0. 

The Path of Virtue, by W. R. Old. 5 annas. : 

A Modern Panarion— collection of Fugitive Fragments from 
the pen of H. P. Blavatsky. Rs. 15. 

New Aspects of Life, by Dr. Pratt, x. p, Price Rs. 3-8-9. 

The Story of Atlantis (with 4 maps), by W. Scott Elliot. 
Preface by A. P. Sinnett. Rs. 3-8. 

The Upanishads, Vols. I & II, translated into English with a pre- 
amble and arguments by G. R. S. Mead, B. A, M. R. A. S, and Roy 
Choudburi. Paper cover. Price 8 as. each. Cloth Re. 1. 

The System to which we Belong. Transaction London Lodge 
No. 30. By А. Р. Sinnett. Re. 1. 

In The Outer Court, being Five Lectures delivered at Blavatsky 
Lodge, T. S., London, by Mrs. Annie Besant. Rs. 1-8. 

The Aura: An enquiry into the Nature and Functions of the 
Luminons mist seen about Human and other bodies. (Reprint from the 
Theosophist). 2 annas. 

The World Mystery, by С. К. S. Mead. Rs. 3-5. 

The Theosophy of the Upanishads. Part I. Cloth Rs. 


“a The Theosophy of the Greeks, by С. Г. 5. Mead. 


Sathanachatushtaya, by R.Jagannathiah. Very useful pamph- 
let in Englisa. 4annas. 

Involution and Evolution according to the Philosophy of Cycles, 
by Kalpa. Rs. 7. 

The Vedanta Philosophy, by Prof. Max Miiller. Rs. 4-12. 

The Theosophy of the Greeks, Plotinus. Rs. 0-14-0. 

Pistis Sophia, translated by G. В. S. Mead. Rs. 6-9-0. 

Orpheus. Rs. 3-15-0. 

Yoga-Vasishta (Laghu) translated into English, by К. Narayana- 
samilyer. Rs. 3-40. 

The Growth of the Soul, a sequel to Esoteric Buddhism, by 
A. P. Sinnett. Of great value to all students. Rs. 4-6-0. 

Old Diary Leaves. The true History of the Theosophical 
Society, by Col. Н. S. Olcott, P. T. S. Mr. Stead notices this book 
in his Borderland, and ealls it “ A Remarkable Book about a Very Re- 
markable Woman. This is the real Madame Blavatsky.” Vide next 
advertisement. Cloth Rs. 7. Paper Rs. 4. . 


Advertisements. 
OLD DIARY LEAVES. 
THE TRUE HISTORY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 
Bv.CoLeOrcorT, P. T. S. 
Illustrated Crown 8 vo. Cloth, 483 pp. 
Price Rs. 7. Paper cover Rs. 4. 

Mr. Stead notices this Book in his Borderland and calls it: 
°“ A Remarkable Book about а very Remarzable Woman. This 
is the Real Madame Blavatsky.” 

A gentleman writes from Amevica—* After many years of 
study of spiritual problems, and the reading of all the best- 
known works, from Eliphas Levito Anna Kingsford and Sinnett, 
I still had a good many problems unsolved until I read ‘Old 
Diary Leaves. ‘Then, things І had pondered over many a day 
flashed clear to me from simple paragraphs in that book, which, 
often, related to other subjects, but at the same time helped me 
to solve my old riddles.” 


ANNIE BESANT'S ADYAR CONVENTION LECTURES. 


1893. II—Qwalifications for Discipleship. 
Building of the Kosmos. Control of the Mind, Meditation, 
Subjects: Sound; Fire: Yoga; and Building of Character. 
Symbolism. > |JIIL—The Life of the Disciple. 
Price Re. 1. Stages on his Path, the awaken- 
ing of the sacred fire, and the 
1894. Siddhis. 
Self and its Sheaths. | IV.—The Future Progress of Hu- 
Subjects: The Body of Action; — тми. T | 
The Body of Feeling; Methods of future Science, Man’s 
The Object of the Sheaths. | increasing powers, his coming 
Price As. 12 development, and Beyond. 
| 1896. 
1895. 


don: | Four great Religions: :— 
The Path of Discipleship. | Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, | 
Subjects: .—First Step; Karma- | Buddhism and Christianity. 
Yoga and Purification. | Price Re. 1. 


THEOSOPHICAL MANUALS Nos. 6 & 7. 


Tho Devachanic Plane, by C. W. Leadbeater. Price As. 14. 
Man and his Bodies, by Mrs. Annie Besant. Price As. 14. 


THE ARYA BALA BODHINI. 
(Or Hindu Boys’ Journal.) 

Is the organ of the Hindu Boys’ Association, of which Countess Wacht- 
meister is the President, and Col, Oleott, the General Adviser. lt is to be 
published punctually on the 15th of every month. The aim of the Magazine 
із to stimulate the moral and religious education of Indian youth, and to 
create a true patriotic and religious feeling among them. First number began 
in January 1895. 

Does any Hindu father begrudge one Rupee for his son's welfare ? 

Annual subscription including postage, Re. 1-0-0. Half-yearly, 
Rs. 0-12-0. Single copy, 0-2-0. 

Names are registered only on receipt of subscriptions. All remittances 
must be made to the Business Manager, Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras, 
India. 

Foreign subscription is 2 shillings or 50 cents per annum. 


The Theosophical Society, 


INFORMATION FOR STRANGERS. 


HE Theosophical Society was formed at New York, November 17th, 1875. Its founders 
believed that the best interests of Religion and Science would be promoted by the revival 

of Sanskrit, Pali, Zend, and other ancient literature,in which the Sages and Initiates had 
-preserved for the use of mankind truths of the highest value respecting man and nature. 
A Society of an absolutely unsectarian character, whose work should be amicably prosecuted 
by the learned of all races, in a spirit of unselfish devotion to the research of truth, and with 
the purpose of disseminating it impartially, seemed likely to do much to check materialism 


and strengthen the waning religious spirit. The simplest expression of the objects of the 
Society is the following :— 


First.—To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction 
of race, creed, sex, caste or colour. 


Second.—To encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science. 

Third.—To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers latent in man. 

No persons religious opinions are asked upon his joining, nor is interference with them 
permitted, but every one is required, before admission, to promise to show towards his 
fellow-members the same tolerance in this respect as he claims for himself. 

‚ The Head-quarters, offices, and managing staff are at Adyar, a suburb of Madras, where the 

‘Society has a property of twenty-seven acres and extensive buildings, including 
one for:the Oriental Library, and a spacious hall wherein Annual Conventions are held 
on the 27th of December. 

The Society is not yet endowed, but there is a nucleus of a Fund, the income from the 
investment of which is available for current expenses ; these are mainly, however, met by 
donations, and one fourth of all fees and dues collected by Sections, and fees and dues from 
non-sectionalised countries. 

All Bequests intended to benefit the Society as a whole, must be made to “ The Trustees for 


the time being of the Theosophical Society, appointed or acting under a Deed of Trust, dated 
_the 14th of December 1892, and duly enrolled.” 


The Society, as a body, eschews politics andall subjects outside its declared sphere of work. 

The Rules stringently forbid members to compromise its strict neutrality in these matters. 

The Lheosophist is private property, but under the Revised Rules it is the organ of the 

- Society for the publication of official news. For anything else in the Magazine, the Society is 

not responsible. 

ў Many Branches of the Society have been formed in various parts of the world, and new ones 
4 nre constantly being organised. Upto Dec. 27, 1896, 428 charters for Branches had been issued. 
Hach Branch frames its own bye-laws and manages its own local business without inter- 
ference from Head-quarters; provided only that the fundamental rules of the Society are not 
violated. Branches lying within certain territorial limits (as, for instance, America, Europe, 
India, &c.,) have been grouped for purposes of administration in territorial Sections. For 
particulars, see the Revised Rules of 1896, where all necessary information with regard to 
erring the Eu &c., will also be found: to be had free on application to the Recording 
eoretary of the Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras; orto the General Secretaries of the 


Sections. 
In Europe, apply to G. R. S. Mead, 19, Avenue Road, Regent’s Park, №. W., London? 
in Scandinavian countries to A. Zettersten, Nybrogatan, 30, Stockholm, Sweden. In India» 


to Bertram Keightley, Benares, N. W. P., India. In America, to Alexander Fullerton 
[ Б, University Place, New York City. In Australasia, to J. C. Staples, 42, Margaret St., 
| "Sydney, N. S. W. In New Zealand, to Miss Lilian Edger, M.A., Mutual Life Buildings, 
Lower Queen Street, Auckland. In Ceylon, to Mr. H. S. Perera, 61, Maliban St., Colombo. 


E . NOTICE. 
SOR А New and Revised Explanatory Catalogue of 27 pages, containing the 
titles of over 600 important and interesting works upon THEOSOPHY, 
RELIGION, MAGIC, PHANTOMS, SPIRITUALISM, THOUGHT- 
READING, PSYCHOMETRY, ASTROLOGY, PALMISTRY, HYGIENE, 
TC, may be had free upon application to the Manager, Theosophist Office, 
Madras. All books are sent by V. Р.Р. in India, Burma and Ceylon 
price marked in the Catalogue, with the addition of only V. P, 
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